PAGE  
5031

PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 1st March, 2022 at 7.30pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor     Councillor D Bennett 

Councillors
E Basquill, R Blow, P Cronin, J & T Flannery,

H Hancock, D Howarth, K Martin, D Shaw, 
R Taylor, A Turner, I Watkinson, C Wooldridge and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager





Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer

Members of the Public: 1
116.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor’s Adams, Crewe and Patten. 

117.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting 
held on 1st February 2022 be approved as a correct record. 

118.
Declarations of Interest

No Interests were declared. 
119.
Communications by the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor reported on Penwortham’s Green Fortnight from Monday 4th April and asked the Council to consider suitable areas in Penwortham to plant native fruit trees. Councillor Howarth suggested an area within Priory Park.

The Town Mayor also reported on the forthcoming Mental Health First Aid Training Courses organised by the Town Council. 
120.
Town Manager’s Report 
i) CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The recent winds have caused only minor damage at Hill Road Cemetery, with one tree being blown over and damaging a further tree. The trees have been made safe but both trees will need to be removed. 

Elsewhere in the cemetery the trees are fine and, as the height of headstones is restricted there hasn’t been any issues with headstones moving. 

ii) COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – the new fire doors have now been fit at the centre, and the window replacement will begin soon. The engineers looking at the heating and hot water possibilities have been on site to check the various options. 

The groups using this site are all back up and running now but the site does have capacity for Tuesdays and Wednesday afternoons. 

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –.  This centre is getting quite busy now with line dancing, belly dancing, Zumba gold, art classes, and a variety of entertaining opportunities available. The site does however, have capacity on Mondays, during the day. 

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue –   this site is back up and running with comedy nights still proving very popular. The cinema nights are also taking place on a monthly basis again. A number of events are lined up to take place during the day. 

The recent Ian McNabb concert, unfortunately had to be cancelled due to ill health. A new date couldn’t currently be arranged hence the show was cancelled and not rearranged. All tickets have been fully refunded. It is hoped that this event will be rearranged for later in the year. 

iii) PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman.

The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

Please call ( 01772 750533) or email (info@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk)  the office with any works that you feel the Lengthsman can help with. 
iv) POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 
v) Further Updates;

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies:

SRBC have recently employed a Climate Change office and Penwortham Town Council will work closely with the new officer to achieve joint climate change targets. 

1. Assess the Climate Impact of Council decisions and include this in reports. (done) 
2. Assess the Neighbourhood Plan regarding Environmental issues in line with a Climate Emergency when the appropriate opportunity arises. (ongoing) 

3. Assess current fuel consumption and type in all properties managed by The Town Council and act to reduce the carbon footprint of the properties, including exploring of renewable centre-located energy generation. (ongoing) 

4. Encourage PTC staff to reduce the “need to travel” including encouraging virtual meetings and, where appropriate, working from one site, and, on at least one day per month, work from home. (done) 

5. Explore policies to initially reduce the use of single use plastics with the target of zero use in all PTC properties. (done) 

6. Assess the longevity of current vehicle/s. Anticipate and respond to emerging legislation regarding cost and efficiency of current vehicle and make provision to replace with an electric vehicle at a suitable time. (ongoing / research into electric vehicle choices) 

7. To explore the suitability of more environmentally friendly fuel in the use of petrol driven gardening tools.  To replace all gardening tools which are petrol driven with electric powered as they require replacement. (ongoing / all power tools to be replace with electric tools when appropriate) 

8. To publicise, facilitate and encourage the formation of a local, resident led, Climate Action Group. ( ongoing – working in conjunction with SRBC)
9. To assess approximate use of pesticide PTC land and explore ways to use less pesticide. Also, to evaluate the relative toxicity of the current pesticides being used by PTC and invest in more environmentally friendly brands with acceptance of increased cost implications. (ongoing – reducing the use of pesticides, weedkillers etc as best as practically possible) 

10. To promote the use of local businesses to reduce excessive travel. In using Penwortham and surrounding area registered businesses as a priority, whenever possible. (done) 

11. To promote the retention of green spaces in the Town. (ongoing – through the SRBC planning system) 

12. To explore and establish localized strategies to improve levels of recycling in conjunction with services provided by SRBC. (ongoing – in liaison with the new SRBC officer) 

13. To promote and help forge links between food and energy co-operatives where possible. (ongoing) 

14. Look to obtain funding for Green Initiatives from the Neighbourhood Council, SRBC and LCC. (ongoing) 

15. To actively seek guidance and join where appropriate, with initiatives generated by SRBC to promote the Climate Emergency Strategy. (ongoing  through liaison with the new SRBC officer) 

16. To use the new website to include regular Climate Emergency and Environmental Group items including help and support for people wishing to reduce their own carbon footprint. (done) 

17. To explore and develop a suitable Mayoral Environmental Award Scheme for community environmental activities. (ongoing – funding in place for 2022) 

18. To develop and promote new and existing walking, cycling and exercise opportunities and initiatives across the Township. (ongoing – through SRBC planning and the new climate change officer) 

vi) Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2022 Penwortham Town Council events:

Penwortham Green Fortnight – from Monday 4th April 2022 to Sunday 17th April 2022 (Easter Sunday) This event will culminate in the presenting of the Mayoral Environmental Award for 2022
Penwortham Gala – 11th & 12th June 2022

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November 2022

Remembrance Sunday – 13th November 2022

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 5th December 2022

Middleforth Christmas Market – Sunday 11th December 2022

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 14th December

All events are subject to change and will be subject to current legislation at the time of the event. 

The Shampan 

This is the response from the developer re the fencing:

The site was fully heras fenced on the morning of 24th January. At this stage I don’t have any updates to give on the development timescales.

Police & Crime Commissioner 

This is the response from the PCC. 

Thank you for taking the time to write to Andrew regarding police attendance at the Town Council meeting. 

Please find the below response from CI Chris Abbott in full. 

"I welcome any feedback from the parish councillors and will continuously look at how we can improve ways in which we engage and listen to the community. The local South Ribble Policing Team have a very good relationship with the town manager, Mr Steven Caswell. The neighbourhood officers, Liz, James and Janine have met with Mr Caswell recently and do meet members as often as they can. Throughout Covid however, it has been especially challenging to continue holding meetings as we did. We have had to look at innovative and new ways to meet people so we may engage and listen to their concerns and act on the issues that matter to the community (for example Lancashire Talking, visiting areas with the mobile Police Station, use of social media and online reporting). I am aware there has sometimes been limited representation at such meetings as detailed in Mr Caswell’s letter and I am sorry if any communication with the parish councillors has been missed. As we now move forward and away from any Covid restrictions, I expect there to be a significant increase in Police attendance and representation at face to face meetings such as this. 

"As such, I have asked that the local officers attend the next meeting and discuss the agenda going forward, ensuring that there is an agenda item for Police and arrangements are made for representation at every meeting. The local NPT officer, PC Liz Nihill will be in attendance at the next meeting and will make contact with Mr Caswell".

Parish and Town Council Conference: 'Highways Special' 

Saturday 19th March in The Exchange, County Hall, Fishergate, Preston. 09:30 to 14:30 including lunch

There will be excellent presenters on a range of highways related matters including Andy Pratt MBE, Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner and County Councillor Charles Edwards, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport. We will also have senior Lancashire County Council highways officers attending the conference who will hold discussions about the concerns that you have raised with us. e.g. road safety, flooding and pot holes. There will also be the opportunity to raise any specific local highways issues that you may have.

At the conference, there will also be the opportunity to view and discuss the final draft of the Parish and Town Council Charter document 'Working Better Together', which is nearing completion.

The Town Council are invited to send two representatives to this event. Councillor Bennett and Councillor Blow both volunteered to attend this event.
Councillor Young confirmed that Penwortham Live was due to be held on 13th and 14th May this year.
Councillor Howarth suggested reminding centre users of the Town Council’s ban on single use plastics.
121.
Questions to the Police

It was noted that the Police were not present at the meeting; any questions raised would be passed on to the police for action. 
The Town Manager confirmed the Police’s response to the Town Council’s correspondence. The Council discussed the continued absence of the police and agreed to rename this item as agreed at the February meeting of the Town Council.

A member of the public suggested inviting the police to come along and speak on various issues. Councillor Wooldridge proposed that this be discussed by the Strategy and Finance Committee.  

Councillor Martin informed the Council that he had spoken to the police regarding speeding on Kingsfold Drive and reported that the current speeds didn’t meet the threshold to take any further action; however the police would continue to monitor it.
Councillor Bennett described a serious collision involving a cyclist and vehicle on Liverpool Road and suggested unsatisfactory response times. Councillor Bennett requested further information on the incident.

Responding to discussions on the cycle lanes along Liverpool Road, Councillor Howarth suggested that plans to create a super cycle highway from Preston to Hutton had been abandoned.   
RESOLVED:
i)
that this meeting agenda item be 




changed; and

ii)
that further information be sought on the incident discussed during the meeting.

122.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

No questions were raised.
123.
Development Control – Plans List
No plans were discussed.

123.
Minutes of Committee Meetings
The Council was asked to approve the minutes of the following Committee meetings. 

Community Centre Management Committee – Monday 24th January 2022
Environment Committee – 24th January 2022 and 21st February 2022
Events Committee – Monday 24th January 2022
Strategy and Finance Committee – 24th January and 21st February 2022
Planning Committee – Not Applicable
Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Minutes of the   

Committee meetings be approved.
124.
Date of Forthcoming Committee Meetings
The Council was asked to approve the dates of the forthcoming meetings:

Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 28th March 2022 

Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable 

Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
Events Committee – Not Applicable
Planning Committee – Not Applicable
RESOLVED:
i)
that the dates of the Committee 




meetings be approved.

125.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Martin reported on recent meetings of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC). 
126.
Accounts for Payment – February 2022
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.
	FEBRUARY ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 


	
	

	FOR 
	AREA 
	 AMOUNT  
	 VAT  

	
	
	
	

	TELEPHONE / BROADBAND 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £200.36 
	 £33.39 

	NEW PRINTER 
	ADMIN 
	 £1,131.61 
	 £188.60 

	ZOOM ACCOUNT 
	ADMIN 
	 £14.39 
	 £2.40 

	PAYROLL SERVICES
	ADMIN 
	 £162.00 
	 £27.00 

	FRUIT TREES 
	ADMIN 
	 £1,244.40 
	 £207.40 

	NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 
	ADMIN 
	 £1,320.00 
	 £220.00 

	POND CLEARANCE WORKS 
	ADMIN 
	 £550.00 
	 £91.67 

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	 £14,244.91 
	

	ELECTRICITY COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	 £699.78 
	 £87.95 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 
	CEMETERY 
	 £56.04 
	 £9.34 

	FUEL 
	CEMETERY 
	 £71.46 
	 £11.91 

	WATER INVOICES
	ALL AREAS
	 £293.40 
	 £11.05 

	LEGIONELLA TESTS 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £900.00 
	 £150.00 

	FIRE ALARM SERVICE
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £408.00 
	 £68.00 

	GAS INVOICES 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £4,820.46 
	 £803.41 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £284.09 
	 £47.35 

	ALCOHOL 
	ARTS CENTRE
	 £201.29 
	 £33.55 

	ARTISTS 
	ARTS CENTRE
	 £660.00 
	 £110.00 

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL 
	 £27,262.19 
	 £2,103.02 


127.
Hill Road Cemetery – February 2022
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Democratic Services Officer reported twelve interments during February. 
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 8.30pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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