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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 7th December, 2021 at 7pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor     Councillor D Bennett 

Councillors
W Adams, R Blow, G Crewe, P Cronin, J Flannery, 

T Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, K Martin, J Patten, D Shaw, R Taylor, A Turner, I Watkinson, C Wooldridge and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager





Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer

Members of the Public: 3
The mayor opened the meeting by offering his condolences following the recent passing of former councillor and Town Mayor, Mrs Barbara Askew. Members of the Town Council shared their memories of Mrs Askew and requested that the Town Council send a sympathy card to her family. 
79.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Basquill. 
Councillor K Martin and J Flannery later joined the meeting.
80.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting 
held on 2nd November 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

81.
Declarations of Interest

No Interests were declared. 
82.
Communications by the Town Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had attended the following events:

Penwortham fireworks display on 5th November – The mayor thanked the 9th Penwortham scouts for all their help collecting donations during the evening.
Penwortham Remembrance Parade on Sunday 14th November – Organised by the Town Council, the Royal British Legion and St.Leonard’s Church.
St. Catherine’s Hospice art and photography exhibition at the Venue. The Mayor congratulated the volunteers including Mr Peter Frankish, who framed all of the artwork on display.

The mayor attended ‘Talking Tables’, a new weekly friendship service that had started at Priory Lane Community Centre. 

Kingsfold Christmas Market on Monday 6th December, 2021. 

The Mayor informed the Council that he had been invited to ‘Lancashire Sings Christmas’ at Penwortham Golf Club by ‘Churches Together’ on Thursday 16th December and opened the invitation to all councillors. 
83.
Town Manager’s Report 
i. CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The summer maintenance schedule at Hill Road Cemetery has now ended with the final cut of the grass through the site. 

The winter maintenance work will now take place with work to the cemetery shed, the footpath’s through the site, surrounding fencing and some tree works. The cemetery has lost three tree due to ash die back and these will have to be removed over the coming months. 

The Remembrance Day parade and service took place on Sunday 14th November and was a great success with hundreds of people parading through the town and attending the service at the War Memorial. The road closure passed without incident and the Town Council haven’t received any complaints about the event. 

ii. COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – The centre is now open again with Covid restrictions still in place, most visitors to the site are adhering to the requested restrictions. 

The two baby classes at the centre have both now left, one moving to Priory Lane and the other one just closing the franchise. This leave the centre with capacity on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –. The centre is now open again with Covid restrictions in place which most visitors are adhering to. 

The community library open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10am until 4pm is getting better know with numbers of users rising steadily. Other groups using the site, the sewing group, knit & natter, ukulele group, line dancers, Spanish classes are all reporting good numbers attending. 

Car parking at this site does sometimes cause issues with the fencing off of half of the car parking reducing the numbers of cars that can actually park on the site.  

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue – This centre is opened again, albeit with slightly restricted numbers. Events at the site have been well attended with the majority selling out, 

As with most Town Council activities the role of volunteers is paramount to the success. The Town Council have a number of volunteers that cover the venue, the community library etc but there is always space for more volunteers.

If members know of anyone that may wish to volunteer could the please point them in the direction of the Town Council office. We will be holding a volunteer promotion event during January 2022, to promote the role of the volunteer and hopefully encourage more people to join.   

iii. PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman.

The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

Please call (01772 750533) or email (info@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk) the office with any works that you feel the Lengthsman can help with. 
iv. POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 
v. Further Updates;

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies:

SRBC have recently employed a Climate Change office and Penwortham Town Council will work closely with the new officer to achieve joint climate change targets. 

1. Assess the Climate Impact of Council decisions and include this in reports. (done) 
2. Assess the Neighbourhood Plan regarding Environmental issues in line with a Climate Emergency when the appropriate opportunity arises. (ongoing) 

3. Assess current fuel consumption and type in all properties managed by The Town Council and act to reduce the carbon footprint of the properties, including exploring of renewable centre-located energy generation. (ongoing) 

4. Encourage PTC staff to reduce the “need to travel” including encouraging virtual meetings and, where appropriate, working from one site, and, on at least one day per month, work from home. (done) 

5. Explore policies to initially reduce the use of single use plastics with the target of zero use in all PTC properties. (done) 

6. Assess the longevity of current vehicle/s. Anticipate and respond to emerging legislation regarding cost and efficiency of current vehicle and make provision to replace with an electric vehicle at a suitable time. (ongoing / research into electric vehicle choices) 

7. To explore the suitability of more environmentally friendly fuel in the use of petrol driven gardening tools.  To replace all gardening tools which are petrol driven with electric powered as they require replacement. (ongoing / all power tools to be replace with electric tools when appropriate) 

8. To publicise, facilitate and encourage the formation of a local, resident led, Climate Action Group. (ongoing – need a member lead) 

9. To assess approximate use of pesticide PTC land and explore ways to use less pesticide. Also, to evaluate the relative toxicity of the current pesticides being used by PTC and invest in more environmentally friendly brands with acceptance of increased cost implications. (ongoing – reducing the use of pesticides, weedkillers etc as best as practically possible) 

10. To promote the use of local businesses to reduce excessive travel. In using Penwortham and surrounding area registered businesses as a priority, whenever possible. (done) 

11. To promote the retention of green spaces in the Town. (ongoing – through the SRBC planning system) 

12. To explore and establish localized strategies to improve levels of recycling in conjunction with services provided by SRBC. (ongoing – in liaison with the new SRBC officer) 

13. To promote and help forge links between food and energy co-operatives where possible. (ongoing) 

14. Look to obtain funding for Green Initiatives from the Neighbourhood Council, SRBC and LCC. (ongoing) 

15. To actively seek guidance and join where appropriate, with initiatives generated by SRBC to promote the Climate Emergency Strategy. (ongoing 0 through liaison with the new SRBC officer) 

16. To use the new website to include regular Climate Emergency and Environmental Group items including help and support for people wishing to reduce their own carbon footprint. (done) 

17. To explore and develop a suitable Mayoral Environmental Award Scheme for community environmental activities. (ongoing – funding in place for 2022) 

18. To develop and promote new and existing walking, cycling and exercise opportunities and initiatives across the Township. (ongoing – through SRBC planning and the new climate change officer) 

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November 

Penwortham Fireworks Display took place on Friday 5th November 2021 with large crowds turning out to experience the evening. The display this year was interrupted by an individual bursting through the crowd control barriers and heading for the display lighting area. This meant that the display had to be halted for a few minutes. 

Apar from that, the evening passed without incident and the Town Council have not received any complaints about the event. 

The collection for the Mayoral Charities was £2326.88

vi. Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2021 Penwortham Town Council events:

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 6th December

The Kingsfold Market took place on Monday 6th December and a report will be given to council. 

Middleforth Christmas Market – Sunday 12th December 

Everything is in place for the first Middleforth Christmas Market on Sunday 12th December from noon until 4pm. All stalls, including the fairground have been given the information they need to be set up on the day. 

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 15th December

The Liverpool Road market is set and prepared with stalls lining Liverpool Road from the Cop Lane junction to Crookings Lane. Priory Lane centre will be open with a small number of stalls inside, volunteers from the community library will be serving hot drinks and Father Christmas will be in the stage room. 

84.
Questions to the Police

The Council meeting would constitute the Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting. The Police were not present at the meeting; however any questions raised would be passed on to the police for action. 
The Town Manager explained that town council officers regularly met with the Police and other community agencies as part of the multi-agency task and community group meetings (MATAC), which involved discussions on local social issues. Any issues raised at this meeting would be communicated with the police at the MATAC meeting.
No questions were raised. 
85.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

i) The Shampan Indian Restaurant Planning Application
A local resident referred to the recent planning application for retail units at the former Shampan restaurant and expressed his disappointment with the Borough Council’s planning process and the lack of engagement with members of the Council. The Town Mayor confirmed that this was a Borough Council issue. Councillor Adams stressed that whilst members of the planning committee consider all feedback from local residents.
ii) Pope Lane CCTV
A member of the public raised safety concerns on Pope Lane and questioned whether the CCTV cameras were still in operation and who had responsibility for them. 
The Town Council would contact South Ribble Borough Council to make further enquiries.


86.
Development Control - Plans List
No Plans were discussed. 
87.
Minutes of Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the Minutes of the following committee meetings. Councillor Turner asked that paragraph 26 of the S&F minutes be amended to include ‘ensuring a suitable number of attendees had registered before the training courses take place’ and that ‘only running courses with full attendance’ be deleted.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Minutes of the following    

Committee meetings, be approved, with the amendments requested by Councillor Turner; 
Cemetery Committee – Monday 22nd November 2021
Community Centre Management Committee – Monday 22nd November 2021
Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 22nd November 2021
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
Events Committee – Not Applicable
Planning Committee – Not Applicable
88.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Howarth reported on the recent Parish and Town Council Conference that he and Councillor Martin had attended. Councillor Martin also reported on the various LALC meetings and Springfields Nuclear Power Station Stakeholders meeting he had attended.
89.
Accounts for Payment – November 2021
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.
	NOVEMBER ACCOOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
	
	

	FOR 
	AREA
	AMOUNT  
	 VAT 

	
	
	
	

	TELEPHONE / BROADBAND 
	ALL CENTRES
	 £210.22 
	 £35.04 

	ZOOM ACCOUNT 
	ADMIN 
	 £14.39 
	 £2.40 

	SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL 

CLERKS SUBSCRIPTION 
	 £391.00 
	

	REMEMBRANCE DAY ROAD CLOSURE 
	EVENTS 
	 £2,940.00 
	 £490.00 

	NAT ALLOTMTS ASSOC SUBSCRIPT 
	 £66.00 
	 £11.00 

	CAM TO PROT RURAL ENG SUBSC 
	 £36.00 
	

	SANTA DASH 
	EVENTS 
	 £1,000.00 
	

	CHRISTMAS CARDS 
	ADMIN 
	 £156.30 
	 £26.05 

	PAYROLL SERVICES 
	ADMIN 
	 £162.00 
	 £27.00 

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS 
	 £15,878.14 
	

	ELECTRIC INVOICE
	ALL AREAS 
	 £662.53 
	 £66.41 

	PLANTS / SHRUBS
	CEMETERY 
	 £146.00 
	 £24.33 

	GAS INVOICE 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £1,344.50 
	 £195.65 

	WATER INVOICE
	ALL AREAS 
	 £197.73 
	

	NEW LOCK 
	PRIORY LANE CENTRE 
	 £75.00 
	 £12.50 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £88.25 
	 £14.71 

	CLEANING MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £192.26 
	 £32.04 

	WEB DOMAIN 
	ART CENTRE 
	 £24.90 
	 £4.15 

	ALCOHOL 
	ART CENTRE 
	 £796.93 
	 £132.82 

	ARTIST
	ART CENTRE 
	 £766.00 
	

	FIREWORKS SOUND / PA
	EVENTS 
	 £420.00 
	 £70.00 

	FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
	EVENTS 
	 £5,000.00 
	 £833.33 

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL 
	£30,568.15 
	£1,977.44 

	
	
	
	


90.
Hill Road Cemetery – November 2021
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Democratic Services Officer reported seven interments during November. Four of those were new plots.
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and wished everyone a very Happy Christmas.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 8pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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