PAGE  
5023

PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

STRATEGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Penwortham Community Centre at 6.30pm on Monday 22nd November 2021.
Present: 
Councillors J Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, 
J Patten, D Shaw, A Turner, I Watkinson and C Wooldridge. 


Chair:

Councillor Wooldridge

In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)




Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
22.
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Young.
Councillor Young was substituted by Councillor Shaw. 
23.
Declarations of Interest 
No interests were declared. 

24.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the last    

meeting held on 27th September, 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman. 

25.
Penwortham Town Council Half Year Accounts to end of September 2021

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented a report on these accounts. 
RESOLVED: i)
that the report on the monitoring of income and expenditure relating to the Half-Yearly Accounts to end September 2021 be approved. 
26.
Fees and Charges 2022-2023
The Committee was asked to accept the recommendations, made by the Community Centres Management Committee and Cemetery Committee to keep the fees unchanged for the financial year 2022/23. This was moved by Councillor Howarth and seconded by Councillor Flannery.
RESOLVED:
i)
that both community centre fees     

and charges remain unchanged for 2022/23. 
27.
Penwortham Town Council Estimates and Precept for 2022/23
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented a report on the Council’s precept for 2022 - 2023.
The Committee agreed the estimates for the financial year 2022 – 2023 and agreed to keep the precept at £190,000.
Responding to a question from Councillor Turner, the RFO confirmed that South Ribble Borough Council funded the Christmas Tree on Liverpool Road and that the Town Council provided the two additional Christmas trees in Penwortham. Councillor Turner also sought clarification on monies allocated for signage and planters.
Councillor Watkinson requested that the Town Council invest in mental health first aid training and explained the benefits for the local community. Councillor Watkinson proposed that up to £10,000 be allocated from reserves to provide an annual training programme by an accredited training provider. This was seconded by Councillor Flannery. Councillor Howarth questioned who this training would be aimed at. Councillor Turner considered the potential interest in the courses and events and suggested only running courses with full attendance.
RESOLVED: i) 
that the income and expenditure estimates for 2022/23, as submitted, be approved; 

ii)
that approval be given to a precept in 2022/23 of £190,000, this representing a zero increase on the 2021/22 figure. 

iii)
that up to £10,000 be allocated from reserves to provide mental health first aid training.
………………………………………. Chairman
(The meeting finished at 8pm) 
The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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