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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting held at 6.00pm on Monday 18th October 2021 at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham.
Present:
Councillors D Bennett, R Blow, G Crewe, T Flannery, 
J Patten, D Shaw, A Turner and I Watkinson.




Chair:

Councillor A Turner 

In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager
 

Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
The committee meeting took place following a public presentation and question and answer session by Emma Sandham, Avision Young – UK and Adam Thornton 5Plus Architects on the ‘Pickerings Farm’ development.

7.
Apologies for Absence

No apologies were received. 
8.
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Shaw declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in minute no 10, as a former member of the South Ribble Borough Council Planning Committee and a member of the Local Plan Working Group. Councillor Watkinson declared an interest as a member of the Local Plan Working Group and Councillor Wooldridge declared a personal interest as a resident of Bramble Court, but were all able, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take part in the discussion and voting.

9.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED: i)
that the minutes of the last meeting held on 28th June 2021 be approved and signed as a correct record by the chairman. 

10.
Planning App: 07/2021/00886/ORM Pickerings Farm Site, Flag Lane
The Committee considered the outline planning application with all matters reserved except for the principal means of access for a residential-led mixed-use development of up to 920 dwellings (Use Classes C3 and C2), a local centre including retail, employment and community uses (Use Classes E and Sui Generis), a two-form entry primary school (Use Class F), green infrastructure, and associated infrastructure following the demolition of certain existing buildings.
07/2021/00887/ORM | Outline planning application with all matters reserved except for the principal means of access for a residential development of up to 180 dwellings (Use Classes C3 and C2), green infrastructure and associated infrastructure | Pickerings Farm Site Flag Lane Penwortham Lancashire PR1 9TP

Councillor Watkinson expressed his disappointment at the lack of communication with the planning authority leading up to the submission of this application and suggested that there had been little change from the original application. Councillor Watkinson stated that the local infrastructure would not cope with this size of development. 
Councillor Wooldridge expressed her objections to the plans and referred to policy C1 of the South Ribble Local Plan. Councillor Wooldridge suggested that the development would create a large cul-de-sac; that the application contradicted itself on the proposed building heights; the lack of local amenities within walking distance, and the added pressure on the A582 road network and on Bee Lane, which she considered to be an unsuitable road. Councillor Wooldridge also questioned the duration that residents would have to live in an unfinished development. 

Councillor Martin agreed that the lack of infrastructure could not support this size of development. Councillor Martin also suggested that the proposed development was at risk from surface water flooding and questioned the viability of the existing sustainable draining systems (SuDS).

Councillor Howarth confirmed that the Town Council had considered the lack of road infrastructure as the main reason for objecting to the original application and considered the revised application to be far worse. 
Councillor Flannery suggested asking the developers to consider reducing the size of the development and the proposed number of homes being built. Councillor Bennett referred to the Covid pandemic and suggested that the green infrastructure of the site was now even more valuable to the local community. The Committee continued to discuss the viability of the site and agreed that it was unsuitable for the proposed use and suggested asking the planning authority to review the designation of the site.
Following a lengthy discussion, the Committee agreed to object to the Masterplan and recommend its refusal, based on the reasons discussed during the meeting. 
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Town Council object to the

adoption of the Pickerings Farm Masterplan and ask the Planning Authority to consider the redesignation of the site. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 









………….…………………Chairman

(The meeting finished at 8.15pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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