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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 5th October, 2021 at 7pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor     Councillor D Bennett 

Councillors
E Basquill, R Blow, G Crewe, P Cronin, T Flannery, 
H Hancock, K Martin, J Patten, D Shaw, I Watkinson 
and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager





Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer

Members of the Public: 4
53.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor’s W Adams, J Flannery, D Howarth, R Taylor, 

A Turner and C Wooldridge.
54.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting 
held on 7th September 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

55.
Declarations of Interest

No Interests were declared. 
56.
Communications by the Town Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had chosen St.Catherine’s Hospice as one of the charities he would be supporting during his mayoral year. The Mayor confirmed that he would announce his second charity at the November meeting of the Town Council. 
57.
Town Manager’s Report 

i) CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The Woodland Burial site is ready for its annual flail, the site will be cleared and levelled to make it more aesthetic and will also encourage better grass growth over the coming year. 

The War Memorial has been prepared, cleaned and tidied ready for the Remembrance Day service on Sunday 14th November – to which all members are invited. 

ii) COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – The centre is now full open will all groups now back up and running at the centre. This site does have capacity for more groups on Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons.  

SRBC have carried out a survey of this building. The results of which we would hope to see soon. 

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –. The centre is now fully open with most of the groups now returning. A number of new groups have started at this site, including, belly dancing, line dancing and Hula Hoop classes. 

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue –  This centre is due to open on Friday 8th October 2021 with the first Comedy Night since lockdown, and Liam O’Maonlai of the Hot House Flowers is scheduled to play on Tuesday 12th October. Tickets for both of these events are still available on Eventbrite. 

Further events have been scheduled for the Arts Centre and are being promoted through social media platforms, noticeboards, the Town Council website and the Arts Centre website. 

iii) PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman.

The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out works over and above the statutory obligations of the borough and county councils.

If any elected members or member of the public are aware of any areas within the town that need tidying or improving could you please let officers of the Town Council know and they will investigate what is possible at that particular site. 

DURING THE CURRENT COVID-19 CRISIS ANY WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT WILL ONLY BE CARRIED OUT IF THE SAFETY OF PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL STAFF CAN BE GUARANTEED. 

iv) POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 

For in depth analysis of all crime figures for each the three policing areas of Kingsfold, Higher Penwortham and Charnock please visit https://www.police.uk/lancashire/C22/crime
The figures on the website give an in-depth breakdown of each reported crime on a case by case scenario. 

v) Further Updates;

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies:

1. Assess the Climate Impact of Council decisions and include this in reports. (done) 
2. Assess the Neighbourhood Plan regarding Environmental issues in line with a Climate Emergency when the appropriate opportunity arises. (ongoing) 

3. Assess current fuel consumption and type in all properties managed by The Town Council and act to reduce the carbon footprint of the properties, including exploring of renewable centre-located energy generation. (ongoing) 

4. Encourage PTC staff to reduce the “need to travel” including encouraging virtual meetings and, where appropriate, working from one site, and, on at least one day per month, work from home. (done) 

5. Explore policies to initially reduce the use of single use plastics with the target of zero use in all PTC properties. (ongoing) 

6. Assess the longevity of current vehicle/s. Anticipate and respond to emerging legislation regarding cost and efficiency of current vehicle and make provision to replace with an electric vehicle at a suitable time. (ongoing) 

7. To explore the suitability of more environmentally friendly fuel in the use of petrol driven gardening tools.  To replace all gardening tools which are petrol driven with electric powered as they require replacement. (ongoing) 

8. To publicise, facilitate and encourage the formation of a local, resident led, Climate Action Group. (ongoing) 

9. To assess approximate use of pesticide PTC land and explore ways to use less pesticide. Also, to evaluate the relative toxicity of the current pesticides being used by PTC and invest in more environmentally friendly brands with acceptance of increased cost implications. (ongoing) 

10. To promote the use of local businesses to reduce excessive travel. In using Penwortham and surrounding area registered businesses as a priority, whenever possible. (done) 

11. To promote the retention of green spaces in the Town. (ongoing) 

12. To explore and establish localized strategies to improve levels of recycling in conjunction with services provided by SRBC. (ongoing) 

13. To promote and help forge links between food and energy co-operatives where possible. (ongoing) 

14. Look to obtain funding for Green Initiatives from the Neighbourhood Council, SRBC and LCC. (ongoing) 

15. To actively seek guidance and join where appropriate, with initiatives generated by SRBC to promote the Climate Emergency Strategy. (ongoing) 

16. To use the new website to include regular Climate Emergency and Environmental Group items including help and support for people wishing to reduce their own carbon footprint. (done) 

17. To explore and develop a suitable Mayoral Environmental Award Scheme for community environmental activities. (ongoing) 

18. To develop and promote new and existing walking, cycling and exercise opportunities and initiatives across the Township. (ongoing) 
Lancashire Association of Local Councils – Annual General Meeting 

Penwortham Town Council have been invited to send five representatives to attend the 77th Annual General Meeting which will be held on Saturday 20 November 2021 at 10am via Zoom.

The programme for the day is as follows: -

10am
Opening of Meeting, followed by Speaker


Formal part of the business of the AGM


Discussion of Motions

                      Open Forum

Any member wishing to attend is asked to let officers of the Town Council know, and they will inform LALC of their attendance. Currently Cllrs David Shaw and Keith Martin are registered for this event. The Town Council have another three voting spaces left for anyone wishing to attend. 

During the meeting, Councillor Flannery also volunteered to attend the AGM as a representative of the Town Council.
vi) Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2021 Penwortham Town Council events:

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November 

Remembrance Sunday – 14th November

All members are invited to take part in the Annual Remembrance Day Event. 

The Remembrance Sunday this year falls on Sunday 14th November and all members are invited to attend St Leonard’s Church on Marshals Brow at 9.00am for the Remembrance Day Service. 

This will be followed by a procession to the war memorial on Liverpool Road, where a wreath laying service will be held, including two minutes silence at 11am 

The parade will then return to the Royal British Legion on Leyland Road where refreshments will be available. 

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 5th December

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 15th December

Middleforth Christmas Market – TBA.  

58.
Questions to the Police

The Council meeting would constitute the Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting. Unfortunately, the Police were unable to be present at the meeting. Any questions raised would be passed on to the police. 
Councillor Martin read out the following response by Lancashire Constabulary to the murder of Sarah Everard: 
Our thoughts are with the family and friends of Sarah Everard. The pain and suffering they must have gone through is impossible to comprehend.

Policing across the UK has been rocked by this appalling tragedy and the thought that a serving officer abused his position in this way is sickening. 

The monstrous actions of Wayne Couzens are a terrible abuse of power and do not represent policing.  As police officers and staff, we want to protect the public and we are all sickened by this man's crimes. He has betrayed everything we stand for. 

Understandably, the public have found Couzens' actions extremely concerning and following the information that has come out during his sentencing, have raised questions around verifying an officers' identity.

As police officers, we always carry identification on us and can always be asked for verification. 

In light of the actions of Wayne Couzens, it is right that we expect and are tolerant of those who wish to be further reassured. They will want us to explain and reassure who we are, what we are doing and why. 

i) Speeding along Kingsfold Drive
Councillor Martin reiterated his comments from previous meetings regarding an increase in vehicles speeding in the Kingsfold area, especially along Kingsfold Drive. Councillor Blow requested 20mph speed limit enforcements on Studholme Crescent. This would be reported to Lancashire County Council. 
59.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

i) Cop Lane and New Lane
A local resident questioned if United Utilities were planning to work on Cop Lane after it had recently been resurfaced. Councillor Patten asked whether New Lane was due to be resurfaced by Lancashire County Council. 
RESOLVED: i)
that the Town Council write to Lancashire County Council to enquire about resurfacing New Lane. 
ii) Co-Op Lone Working Policy 
Councillor Patten asked if the Town Council had received a response from the Co-Op in relation to their policies on female, night, lone-working in their stores. The Town Manager confirmed that he had spoken to a Co-Op representative who was arranging a meeting with their management. The Town Manager would investigate this further. 
RESOLVED: i)
that the Town Council contact the Co-Op to progress the matter. 
iii) School Parking

A local resident raised the issue of cars parking and the increased volume of traffic around Cop Lane during school times and suggested asking Tesco to create an entrance/exit from Cop Lane to improve the flow of traffic. A suggestion was made to contact the local headteachers on this issue.

60.
Development Control - Plans List
Councillor Martin referred to Planning Application: 07/2020/00907/FUL for three proposed retail units and a hot food takeaway at the former Shampan Restaurant site. 
Councillor Martin confirmed that the Town Council had formally objected to the plans due to various issues with parking, access and deliveries and that the application was due to go to South Ribble Planning Committee later this week. Councillor Patten stated that the issues raised by the Town Council had not been addressed. 
61.
Minutes of Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the Minutes of the following committee meetings.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Minutes of the following    

                 
Committee meetings, be approved; 
Events Committee – Monday 27th September 2021

Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 27th September 2021

Planning Committee – Not Applicable 
Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
62.
Date of Forthcoming Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the date of the forthcoming committee meeting.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the date of the following    

                 
Committee meeting, be approved; 
Planning Committee – Monday 18th October 2021
Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
Events Committee – Not Applicable
Strategy and Finance Committee – Not Applicable
63.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Martin reported on the Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Executive Committee meeting. 
64.
Accounts for Payment – September 2021
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.
	SEPTEMBER ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PRINTER LEASE
	ADMIN
	£261.60 
	 £43.60 

	TELEPHONE / BROADBAND 
	ALL CENTRES 
	£208.58 
	 £34.76 

	OFFICE SUPPLIES
	ADMIN
	£96.47 
	 £16.08 

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£15,878.14 
	

	NNDR 
	CEMETERY 
	£1,372.25 
	

	MAINTENANCE MATS 
	CEMETERY 
	£264.53 
	 £44.09 

	FUEL 
	CEMETERY 
	£90.00 
	 £15.00 

	TREES / TOPSOIL 
	CEMETERY 
	£105.64 
	 £17.61 

	ELECTRICITY COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£467.42 
	 £22.26 

	GAS COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£614.09 
	 £102.35 

	WATER COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£384.30 
	

	CLEANING MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES 
	£153.26 
	 £25.54 

	INSURANCE RECHARGE 
	PEN CC
	£46.76 
	

	MAINTENANCE MATS 
	PEN CC
	 £22.32 
	 £3.72 

	CPL TRAINING 
	ARTS CENTRE 
	 £173.00 
	 £28.83 

	HYGIENE SERVICES 
	ARTS CENTRE 
	 £115.20 
	 £19.20 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL 
	 £20,253.56 
	 £373.04 


65.
Hill Road Cemetery – October 2021
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Democratic Services Officer reported nine interments during September. Six of those were new plots.
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 7.50pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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