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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 7th September, 2021 at 7pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor     Councillor D Bennett 

Councillors
R Blow, P Cronin, J Flannery, T Flannery, H Hancock, 
D Howarth, K Martin, J Patten, D Shaw, R Taylor, 
A Turner, C Wooldridge and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager





Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer

Members of the Public: 1
41.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor’s Adams, Basquill, Crewe and Watkinson.
42.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting 
held on 3rd August 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

43.
Declarations of Interest

No Interests were declared. 
44.
Communications by the Town Mayor

The Mayor reported on the recent events that he had attended: 

· 8 August, 2021 – Galloway’s Society for the Blind, Open Day.
· 19 August, 2021 – Councillor Bennett along with the Mayor of South Ribble, Councillor Jane Bell attended Crown Lee to officially start the work to build new bungalows in the retirement housing complex. 
· 4 September, 2021 – The official opening of Hurst Grange Park’s historic Coach House following its refurbishment. Councillor Bennett congratulated South Ribble Council and the ‘friends of Hurst Grange Park’ for their determination with this project. 
45.
Town Manager’s Report 

i) CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The Friends of Penwortham War Memorial have been busy during the summer months ensuring that the memorial is kept clean and tidy and the bedding plants regularly maintained. The team will now begin preparing the site for Remembrance Sunday. 

Penwortham Town Council regularly support the Remembrance Day Parade in arranging the road closure, attending the ESAG meeting and generally assisting and supporting the event on the day. The Town Council also finance the road closure and the Lostock Hall Silver Band. The event did not take place last year and the council will have to make a decision as to whether to support the event for 2021.

ii) COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – The centre is now full open will all groups now back up and running at the centre. This site does have capacity for more groups on Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons.  

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –. The centre is now fully open with most of the groups now returning. A number of new groups have started at this site, including, belly dancing, line dancing and Hula Hoop classes. 

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue –  This centre is due to open on Friday 8th October 2021 with the first Comedy Night since lockdown, and Liam O’Maonlai of the Hot House Flowers is scheduled to play on Tuesday 12th October. Tickets for both of these events are still available on Eventbrite. 

Further events will be scheduled throughout the year. 

iii) PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman.

The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out works over and above the statutory obligations of the borough and county councils.

If any elected members or member of the public are aware of any areas within the town that need tidying or improving could you please let officers of the Town Council know and they will investigate what is possible at that particular site. 

DURING THE CURRENT COVID-19 CRISIS ANY WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT WILL ONLY BE CARRIED OUT IF THE SAFETY OF PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL STAFF CAN BE GUARANTEED. 

iv) POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 

For in depth analysis of all crime figures for each the three policing areas of Kingsfold, Higher Penwortham and Charnock please visit https://www.police.uk/lancashire/C22/crime
The figures on the website give an in-depth breakdown of each reported crime on a case by case scenario. 

v) Further Updates;

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies, which are now fully adopted into the Town Council’s Constitution. 

A number of policies are already being adhered to by the Town Council and the Town Council have recently signed up to energy providers Pozitive Energy for electricity who are 100% green and Dyce Energy for gas. 

Volunteer Litter Pickers – the Town Council now have a number of volunteer litter pickers working throughout the town. The volunteers have been provided with litter pickers, bag holders, high viz safety vests and “do’s and don’ts” literature. The volunteers also have green bin bags in which to collect the litter. These bags can then be left beside a public bin in the town and the SRBC waste collection team will pick the bags up on their daily rounds. 

Lancashire Association of Local Councils – Annual General Meeting 

Penwortham Town Council have been invited to send five representatives to attend the 77th Annual General Meeting which will be held on Saturday 20 November 2021 at 10am via Zoom.

The programme for the day is as follows: -

10am
Opening of Meeting, followed by Speaker


Formal part of the business of the AGM


Discussion of Motions

                      Open Forum

Any member wishing to attend is asked to let officers of the Town Council know and they will inform LALC of their attendance. 

vi) Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2021 Penwortham Town Council events:

Penwortham Gala 2021 – cancelled 

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November - The Town Council will need to make a decision as to whether this event will take place or not for 2021. 
Remembrance Sunday – 14th November - The Town Council will need to make a decision as to whether this event will take place or not for 2021. 

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 5th December

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 15th December 

The Council discussed the fireworks display and Remembrance Sunday parade for 2021 and agreed that the fireworks display should go ahead and the 2021 Remembrance parade be fully supported by the Town Council. 
RESOLVED: i)
That the fireworks display and Remembrance Sunday parade be held in 2021.      

46.
Questions to the Police

The Council meeting would constitute the Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting. Unfortunately, the Police were unable to be present at the meeting. Any questions raised would be passed on to the police. 
i) Electric Scooters

Councillor Turner asked whether the police had responded to her question on e-scooter prosecutions. The Town Manager confirmed that the police had the power to remove the vehicle if considered to be used in an anti-social manner. The Town Manager suggested putting an article in the next edition of the Town Council newsletter to inform residents. Councillor Bennett proposed and Councillor Turner seconded writing to the Police and Crime Commissioner to request some clarification on the legalities surrounding e-scooters. 
ii) Speeding Vehicles in the Kingsfold Area 
Councillor Martin reported an increase in vehicles speeding in the Kingsfold area. 
47.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

i) Volume of passengers traveling on Stagecoach buses
Councillor Wooldridge raised concerns regarding the high number of passengers, especially during school times, travelling on Stagecoach buses in Penwortham and suggested that this was a safety concern. Councillor Wooldridge also raised concern regarding the few people wearing face-masks. Councillor Wooldridge asked the Council to write to Stagecoach to raise these issues and determine whether they have a maximum number of passengers they can carry.

RESOLVED: i)
that the Town Council write to Stagecoach regarding safety concerns raised at the meeting. 
ii) Middleforth Tram Bridge
Councillor T Flannery referred to the current status and condition of the tram bridge and asked the Town Council to write to Preston City Council to urge them to reopen the bridge, following a number of queries and concerns by local residents. Councillor Flannery also asked for an update from Lancashire County Council on the restoration progress of the footbridge. Councillor Howarth suggested that the restoration of the footbridge was scheduled to be completed by the end of August 2021. 

RESOLVED: i)
that the Town Council write to Preston City Council and Lancashire County Council regarding the current status of both tram bridge and the footbridge.


48.
Development Control - Plans List
The Town Manager referred to the outline planning applications for the Pickerings Farm site and suggested that a separate meeting of the Planning Committee would be held to consider all matters relating to this. 
Councillor Howarth referred to a proposal to install a 5G telecommunications mast on Blackthorne Drive (Planning App: 07/2021/00835/PAPTDE) and expressed his objections to the proposals on the following grounds: it would not be in-keeping with the landscape, being in a residential area; the size of the mast would spoil the public amenity; the height of the mast would not be hidden from view as suggested, and would be visible from many miles away. 
RESOLVED: i)
that the Town Council object to the planning application on the grounds discussed during the meeting. 
49.
Date of Forthcoming Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the date of the forthcoming committee meetings. It was agreed that a separate meeting of the Planning Committee would be arranged in consultation with the Chair of that Committee.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the date of the following    

                 
Committee meetings, be approved; 
Events Committee – Monday 27th September 2021
Planning Committee – To be confirmed
Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 27th September 2021

Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
50.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Martin reported on the Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Executive Planning meeting. 
Councillor Martin also thanked the Town Manager on behalf of the Campaign for Rural England for the excellent facilities they hired at Penwortham Community Centre.
51.
Accounts for Payment – August 2021
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.
	AUGUST ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	

	FOR
	AREA
	AMOUNT  
	 VAT 

	TELEHONE / BROADBAND
	ALL AREAS 
	 £214.60 
	 £35.77 

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS 
	 £15,884.14 
	

	PRINTING COSTS
	ALL CENTRES
	 £55.95 
	 £9.33 

	AUDIT FEE
	ADMIN
	 £882.00 
	 £147.00 

	ELECTRICITY INVOICES
	ALL AREAS  
	 £679.08 
	 £87.91 

	FUEL 
	CEMETERY 
	 £44.63 
	 £7.44 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS
	CEMETERY 
	 £249.38 
	 £41.56 

	GAS INVOICES 
	ALL CENTRES 
	 £613.23 
	 £102.21 

	WATER INVOICES
	ALL CENTRES
	 £188.16 
	

	CLEANING MATERIALS
	ALL CENTRES
	 £86.11 
	 £14.35 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS
	ALL CENTRES
	 £27.99 
	 £4.67 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL 
	 £    18,925.27 
	 £450.23 

	
	
	
	


52.
Hill Road Cemetery – August 2021
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Town Manager reported twelve interments during August. Five of those were new plots.
Councillor T Flannery thanked James for the beautiful appearance of the cemetery and asked that James be thanked on her behalf. 
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 7.50pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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