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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 3rd August, 2021 at 7pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor,     Councillor D Bennett 

Councillors
E Basquill, G Crewe, P Cronin, 
J Flannery, T Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, 
K Martin, D Shaw, R Taylor, A Turner, 

I Watkinson, and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager

Members of the Public: 2
29.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor’s W. Adams, R. Blow, J. Patten and C. Wooldridge
30.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

31.
Declarations of Interest

Councillors J Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, K Martin, D Shaw, A Turner and I Watkinson declared a non-personal and prejudicial interest in (Minute No.37.i)), as elected members of South Ribble Borough Council; but were able, under the Members Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take place in the discussion and voting. 
32.
Communications by the Town Mayor

There were no communications from the Town Mayor

33.
Town Manager’s Report 

i) CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The marker stones at the cemetery have now been repainted and renumbered. Although advance purchases are no longer allowed at Hill Road there are a number of graves that have been purchased and not yet used, and a number without headstones, all of which have numbered headstones. 

All of the memorial trees have now been sold at Hill Road with no further capacity for any more memorial trees or benches. 

The summer maintenance schedule is well underway at Hill Road, with the site looking well-manicured at present. The Town Council staff and the volunteers at Hill Road, have been working well to get the cemetery into the excellent condition that it is now in. 

ii) COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – The centre is now fully open with most of the groups having started back. Some of the children’s groups have now finished for the summer break but they have all returned and will be restarting in September. 

This centre has capacity for groups on Tuesdays, Wednesday afternoon and Thursday afternoon. Groups are asked to contact the council offices to discuss the various options available to encourage use of the centre. 

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –. The library has now reopened three days per week, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10am until 4pm. All the groups are now back at the centre, apart from the groups that have finished for summer. This centre has capacity most afternoons. Again, groups are asked to contact the town council office to discuss the various options available for room hire. 

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue – This centre is currently closed but, following the easing of lockdown is now allowed to reopen. The Town Council are currently renewing the licences for the site and should be allowed to open and sell alcohol again by the end of August 2021. 

A number of smaller events are being planned for September 2021, with a larger event planned for the beginning of October 2021. 

iii) PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman. The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out works over and above the statutory obligations of the borough and county councils.

If any elected members or member of the public are aware of any areas within the town that need tidying or improving, could you please let officers of the Town Council know and they will investigate what is possible at that particular site. 

DURING THE CURRENT COVID-19 CRISIS ANY WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT WILL ONLY BE CARRIED OUT IF THE SAFETY OF PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL STAFF CAN BE GUARANTEED. 

iv) POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 

For in depth analysis of all crime figures for each the three policing areas of Kingsfold, Higher Penwortham and Charnock please visit https://www.police.uk/lancashire/C22/crime
The figures on the website give an in depth breakdown of each reported crime on a case by case scenario. 

v) Further Updates;

Factory Lane Site –    Trafford Homes have submit planning application - 07/2020/01034/ORM | Full planning permission for a phased development comprising: the erection of a retail store (Use Class E) with associated access, car parking, electricity sub-station re-location, landscaping and servicing and delivery areas (Phase 1a); the erection of 117 dwellings (Use Class C3) and associated access off the Cross Borough Link Road and Factory Lane, car parking, public open space, landscaping, and associated engineering and infrastructure works (Phase 1b); and Outline planning permission, with all matters reserved except for access, for a phased residential development comprising the erection of up to 184 dwellings (Phases 2 & 3). | Former Vernon Carus Ltd Land At Penwortham Mills. 

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies, which are now fully adopted into the Town Council’s Constitution. 

A number of policies are already being adhered to: 

· The assessment of the Climate Impact of Council decisions is being included in reports to council. 

· PTC staff are encouraged to reduce the “need to travel” including encouraging virtual meetings and, where appropriate, working from one site, and, on at least one day per month, work from home. 

· The approximate use of pesticide being used on PTC land is being looked at and ways to use less pesticide are being encouraged.

· The use of local businesses to reduce excessive travel is a permanent consideration and wherever possible businesses from Penwortham and the surrounding area are being used.  

· The promotion of Climate Change initiatives and ideas is being promoted on the Town Council website. 

· The introduction of the Mayoral Award for Environmental Achievement is at the early stages of being introduced. 

Volunteer Litter Pickers – the Town Council now have a number of volunteer litter pickers working throughout the town. Anyone wishing to join the volunteer litter pickers is asked to contact the council offices. They will be given green coloured litter bags which can be left by the side of the normal litter bins for collection by the SRBC waste teams. 
vi) Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2021 Penwortham Town Council events: subject to Covid-19 restrictions and legislation 

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November 

Remembrance Sunday – 14th November

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 5th December

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 15th December 

Councillor A Turner suggested that electronic noticeboards or calendars displaying “what’s on” information at the centre would help promote the sites. 

                                                RESOLVED:

                                                                    That the consideration of electronic 

                                                                    advertising be considered for the Town Council 

                                                                    sites at the next Strategy and Finance 

                                                                    Committee meeting. 
34.
Questions to the Police

The Council meeting would constitute the Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting. Unfortunately, the Police were unable to be present at the meeting. Any questions raised would be passed on to the police. 
i) E Scooters, the council felt that the response from the police regarding information on prosecutions involving E scooter riders was inadequate and required further information.
ii) Speeding vehicles throughout the town and in particular:

· Factory Lane
· Liverpool Road 

· Kingsfold 

iii) Anti Social Behaviour in the disused caged football area 

iv) High powered motorcyclist around Pope Lane / Cop lane

35.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

A member of the public raised concerns regarding traffic issues on Pope Lane. Excessive traffic since the opening of the Cawsey. Speeding traffic and many larger vehicles now using this route. The situation is made worse by the particularly narrow footways in this area. 
36.
Development Control - Plans List
There were no issues raised regarding development control. 
37.
Minutes of Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the minutes of the following Committee meetings (previously circulated):

RESOLVED:
i)
that the minutes of the following    

                 
Committee meeting, be approved; 
Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 26 July 2021

Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
Events Committee – Not Applicable
Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
Planning Committee – Not Applicable
38.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Martin reported he had attended an on line “In The Know” event about scams which was very useful and he recommended this to the council. 
39.
Accounts for Payment – July 2021
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.

	JULY ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
			
	FOR
	AREA 

	 AMOUNT  

	 VAT  


	TELEPHONE BROADBAND 

	ALL AREAS

	£208.74 

	 £34.79 


	PRINTING 

	ADMIN

	£36.25 

	 £6.04 


	LEGAL FEES 

	ADMIN

	£1,429.40 

	 £238.23 


	ZOOM ACCOUNT 

	ADMIN

	£14.36 

	 £2.40 


	EMPLOYMENT COSTS

	ALL AREAS

	£15,878.14 

	
	PREMISES LICENCE 
	PENWORTHAM CC

	£70.00 

	
	EQUIPMENT HIRE
	CEMETERY 

	£108.00 

	 £18.00 


	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 

	CEMETERY 

	£441.64 

	 £73.61 


	ELECTRICITY INVOICES 

	ALL AREAS

	£610.34 

	 £55.53 


	GAS INVOICES 

	ALL AREAS

	£908.74 

	 £151.46 


	WATER INVOICES

	ALL AREAS

	£112.27 

	
	FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICES
	ALL CENTRES

	£248.15 

	 £41.36 


	CLEANING MATERIALS 

	ALL CENTRES

	£138.41 

	 £23.07 


	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 

	ALL CENTRES

	£32.56 

	
				
		TOTAL 
	 £20,237.00 

	 £644.49 



	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


40.
Hill Road Cemetery – July 2021
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Town Manager reported ten burials during July. Six of those were new plots.
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 7.50pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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