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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

STRATEGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Meeting held online at 6.00pm on Monday 26th July 2021.
Present: 
Councillors J Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, 
A Turner, I Watkinson, C Wooldridge and T Young. 


Chair:

Councillor Wooldridge

In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)




Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
10.
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor’s Patten and Watkinson.
Councillor Patten was substituted by Councillor Bennett and Councillor Watkinson was substituted by Councillor Martin. 
11.
Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Flannery, Hancock, Howarth, Turner and Wooldridge all declared a non-personal and pecuniary interest in item no.14 ‘Penwortham Community Centre Lease’, as elected members of South Ribble Borough Council, but were able, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to take part in the discussion and voting. 

12.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the last    

meeting held on 17th May, 2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman. 

13.
Monitoring of Income and Expenditure to end June 2021
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented a report and responded to questions. 

Responding to a question by Councillor Wooldridge, the RFO explained the small developments that had led to a receipt of CIL monies for the Town Council. 

RESOLVED:   

i)
that the report on the monitoring of 





income and expenditure relating to 





the quarterly accounts to the end of 





June 2021 be approved.




14.
Penwortham Community Centre Lease
The Committee considered an offer of a new lease for Penwortham Community Centre from South Ribble Borough Council. 
SRBC had offered new heads of terms as below: 

DRAFT LEASE TERMS:

PENWORTHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE, KINGSFOLD DRIVE, PENWORTHAM, PRESTON, PR1 9EQ

	Landlord
	South Ribble Brough Council of Civic Centre, West Paddock, Leyland, PR25 1DH.



	Tenant
	Penwortham Town Council of Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham, Preston, PR1 9EQ.



	Premises
	Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham, Preston, PR1 9EQ.



	Term
	One hundred and twenty-five years from a date to be agreed.



	Use
	The Premises are to be used as a Community Centre and for ancillary associated purposes only.



	Rent
	One peppercorn per annum, if demanded.



	Rent Review
	None.



	Outgoings
	The Tenant will be responsible for the payment of all outgoings associated with their use and occupation of the Premises.



	Rates
	The Tenant will be responsible for the payment of rates and other taxes relating to the occupation of the premises.



	Maintenance Obligations
	1. The Tenant is to be responsible for the maintenance of the exterior and structure of the Premises;

2. The Tenant is to be responsible for the maintenance of the interior and contents of the Premises; and

3. The Tenant is to be responsible for repairing the boundaries.



	Decoration
	The Tenant is to keep properly painted all the interior and exterior parts of the premises usually painted and to repaint all such parts every 5th year and in the last year of the tenancy.



	Alterations
	Not to make any structural alterations or other alterations to the premises without the written consent of the Landlord.




	Insurance
	The Landlord is to insure the structure of the Premises. The cost of insuring the building will be recharged to the Tenant.  The Tenant will be responsible for insuring the contents of the premises.  

The Tenant will be required to obtain and maintain a public liability insurance policy for the duration of the term of the lease in the sum of £5 million in any one claim or such other sums as may be specified by the Council.



	Assignment and Sub-letting
	The Tenant will not be permitted to assign or sublet the Premises for periods exceeding twenty-four hours. 

Sub-lettings for periods not exceeding twenty-four hours will be permitted without the Landlord’s consent.



	Access
	The Tenant is to allow the Landlord and all persons authorised by the Landlord to enter the property at any time for the purpose of ascertaining whether the terms of the Lease have been complied with.

The Landlord is to reserve rights of access over the demised land by pedestrians and vehicles for all purposes to the Landlord’s retained land, as shown annotated on the lease plan.



	Health and Safety
	The Tenant is to ensure compliance with all relevant Health and Safety legislation.



	Notice
	Notices should be sent by registered or recorded delivery post to the Civic Centre (in the case of the Landlord) or to Penwortham Community Centre (in the case of the Tenant). 



	Costs
	Each party is to bear their own costs.




Councillor Howarth disagreed with the removal of allowing for subletting offices and suggested meeting with South Ribble officers and members to negotiate the new lease terms. Councillor Turner agreed with Councillor Howarth’s suggestion.

The RFO explained that the maintenance schedule has had the car parks and entrance road removed but did now include the changing rooms. 
Following a discussion, Councillor Howarth proposed and Councillor Wooldridge seconded requesting a meeting with the leadership and relevant officers of South Ribble Borough Council to further negotiate the lease arrangements for the centre.

RESOLVED:
that a further meeting be held with South Ribble Borough Council to discuss the future lease/ownership arrangements for the Penwortham Community Centre building.
15.
Covid-19 – Penwortham Town Council Strategy
The Responsible Financial Officer provided a verbal report on the Town Council’s approach to the easing of lock-down restrictions. 
Following a discussion, the Committee agreed that masks should still be worn, and social distancing be maintained whilst in council buildings. The Committee also agreed that this should be reviewed again in the Autumn. 
Councillor Wooldridge thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

 RESOLVED: that social distancing and masks continue to be worn in Town Council buildings, to be reviewed in Autumn 2021. 

………………………………………. Chairman
(The meeting finished at 7.40pm) 
The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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