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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham on Tuesday 6th July, 2021 at 7pm. 

Present:                 The Mayor,     Councillor D Bennett 

                              Councillors
E Basquill, R Blow G Crewe, P Cronin, H Hancock, 
D Howarth, K Martin, J Patten, D Shaw, R Taylor, 
A Turner and T Young.
                              In attendance: 
Steve Caswell, Town Manager

                                                     
Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
Members of the Public: 2
16.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor’s Adams, J Flannery, T Flannery, Watkinson and Wooldridge.
17.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

18.
Declarations of Interest

Councillor Howarth declared a non-personal and prejudicial interest in the traffic regulation order issued by Lancashire County Council at Kingsway (Minute No. 22), as an elected member of Lancashire County Council; but was able, under the Members Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take place in the discussion and voting. 
19.
Town Manager’s Report 

i. CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 

The regular summer maintenance schedule is well underway at the cemetery and the site is currently receiving numerous positive comments. The volunteers at the site are working well with most of the white grave marker stones having been repainted. 

The memorial trees at the entrance to the woodland burial site have now all been completed and there is now no further capacity for memorial trees with a paving surround, in that area. 

The long running legal issue with the drains across the Penwortham Town Council owned piece of land at the War memorial has finally been resolved with the Town Council being found not liable. 

ii. COMMUNITY CENTRES

Penwortham Community Centre – The centre is opening up again with dance classes, hartbeeps, rhythm time, time 4 craft, rhythm dancers, art group, and the youth clubs are now all back in the centre. The Job Club and the Layzee Dayzee luncheon club are hoping to open up again soon. 

Priory Lane Community Centre on Priory Lane –. The library has now reopened three days per week, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10am until 4pm. Double RR arts, PM dance, belly dancers, hula hoop classes, sewing classes, hartbeeps, Penwortham Childminders are all back in the centre with the youth clubs, carer and toddler groups, and the line dancers hoping to start back soon. 

Penwortham Arts Centre – The Venue –  This centre is closed under the current lockdown restrictions but, it is hoped, will be able to open from the 19th July if current lockdown restrictions are eased. 

iii. PENWORTHAM TOWN LENGTHSMAN
Penwortham Town Council employs a Town Lengthsman whose role it is to improve the visual impact of the town. This may be simply by litter picking an area or helping an established group within the town to complete an environmental project.

Any elected members or members of the public should contact Penwortham Town Council officers in the first instance should they feel works needed could be carried out by the town’s Lengthsman.

The Town Lengthsman can help residents improve their own areas and with the support of the Town Council could also look for funding sources to carry out these works.

The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out works over and above the statutory obligations of the borough and county councils.

If any elected members or member of the public are aware of any areas within the town that need tidying or improving could you please let officers of the Town Council know and they will investigate what is possible at that particular site. 

DURING THE CURRENT COVID-19 CRISIS ANY WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT WILL ONLY BE CARRIED OUT IF THE SAFETY OF PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL STAFF CAN BE GUARANTEED. 

iv. POLICE “In the Know” updates

To register for “in the know” updates to receive regular information via email please go to the address below and complete the online form.  

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/137/Join 

For in depth analysis of all crime figures for each the three policing areas of Kingsfold, Higher Penwortham and Charnock please visit https://www.police.uk/lancashire/C22/crime
The figures on the website give an in depth breakdown of each reported crime on a case by case scenario. 

v. Further Updates;

Factory Lane Site –    Trafford Homes have submit planning application - 07/2020/01034/ORM | Full planning permission for a phased development comprising: the erection of a retail store (Use Class E) with associated access, car parking, electricity sub-station re-location, landscaping and servicing and delivery areas (Phase 1a); the erection of 117 dwellings (Use Class C3) and associated access off the Cross Borough Link Road and Factory Lane, car parking, public open space, landscaping, and associated engineering and infrastructure works (Phase 1b); and Outline planning permission, with all matters reserved except for access, for a phased residential development comprising the erection of up to 184 dwellings (Phases 2 & 3). | Former Vernon Carus Ltd Land At Penwortham Mills. 

Climate Change – The Town Council are fully committed to addressing the current climate change emergency and as such have introduced a number of new policies, which are now fully adopted into the Town Council’s Constitution. 

A number of policies are already being adhered to: 

· The assessment of the Climate Impact of Council decisions is being included in reports to council. 

· PTC staff are encouraged to reduce the “need to travel” including encouraging virtual meetings and, where appropriate, working from one site, and, on at least one day per month, work from home. 

· The approximate use of pesticide being used on PTC land is being looked at and ways to use less pesticide are being encouraged.

· The use of local businesses to reduce excessive travel is a permanent consideration and wherever possible businesses from Penwortham and the surrounding area are being used.  

· The promotion of Climate Change initiatives and ideas is being promoted on the Town Council website. 
Volunteer Litter Pickers – the Town Council now have a number of volunteer litter pickers working throughout the town. The volunteers have been provided with litter pickers, bag holders, high viz safety vests and “do’s and don’ts” literature. The volunteers also have green bin bags in which to collect the litter. These bags can then be left beside a public bin in the town and the SRBC waste collection team will pick the bags up on their daily rounds. 

vi. Upcoming Events;

Dates for 2021 Penwortham Town Council events:

Penwortham Gala 2021 – to be confirmed 

Penwortham Fireworks Display - 5th November 

Remembrance Sunday – 14th November

Kingsfold Christmas Market – Monday 5th December

Liverpool Road Christmas Market – Wednesday 15th December 

Councillor Patten thanked officers for the recent edition of the Town Council Magazine and also Councillor Basquill for her valued input.

Councillor Patten referred to a recent incident at night at the Co-op store on Pope Lane, involving a member of the public and Co-op employees and asked the Town Council to contact the company to confirm their employee/late night working policies.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be noted; and
ii)
that the Council write to the Co-op to address the issues raised by Councillor Patten.
20.
Questions to the Police

The Council meeting would constitute the Police and Communities Together (PACT) meeting. Unfortunately, the Police were unable to be present at the meeting. Any questions raised would be passed on to the police. 
i. Electric Scooter Prosecutions in Penwortham
Councillor Turner asked if the police could provide the number of prosecutions made involving people riding electric scooters on public roads and raised this as a serious concern in Penwortham. 
ii. Police Appeal
Councillor Hancock referred to a recent appeal by Lancashire Police to identify a motorbike driver and asked whether the police had been successful in their attempts to find the driver. 
iii. Speeding in Kingsfold
Councillor Martin raised safety concerns regarding vehicles speeding in the Kingsfold area, inparticular on Bramble Court and Kingsfold Drive and suggested that the speeding notices, recently elected were not a deterrent to prevent speeding. 
21.
Questions from Members of the Public (non-police issues)
Members of the public were invited to raise any issues of local concern. 

No issues were raised. 
22.
Development Control - Plans List
Councillor Howarth referred to the one-way road traffic regulation notice for Kingsway and asked the Town Council to object to the proposal based on a number of reasons:
The traffic would be expected to use Priory Lane which was far narrower and both Priory Lane and Queensway were almost single lane roads due to constant parked cars. Queensway was a bus route and would cause vehicles to meet head-on. Councillor Howarth mentioned that the area was in a ‘poor air quality zone’ which standing traffic would only make worse. Councillor Howarth suggested that the local community were fully against a one-way system.

Councillor Martin suggested that although he was in support of cycle lanes and a safe space for cyclists he did support Councillor Howarth’s objections to the one-way scheme.
Councillor Patten agreed with Councillor Howarth’s reasoning and added that the proposals would potentially cause a lot more issues.
Councillor Howarth added that whilst he was in favour of cyclists and walking, he was not in favour of closing off access to Kingsway from Liverpool Road and the creation of a one-way system.
Councillor Howarth proposed and Councillor Martin seconded that the Town Council objects to the proposed one-way traffic system based on the reasons discussed.

Councillor Martin referred to the former Shampan Restaurant and explained that the derelict land was attracting anti-social behaviour. Councillor Martin reported that the land owner had not responded to letters and asked the Town Council to contact the owner and developer to request that the land be made secure. 

RESOLVED:
i)
that the Town Council object to the 
proposed Traffic Regulation Order to impose a one-way system by blocking off access to Kingsway from Liverpool Road; and
ii)
that the Town Council write to the land owners of the former Shampan restaurant to request the derelict land be made safe and secure.

23.
Minutes of Committee Meetings

The Council was asked to approve the minutes of the following Committee meetings (previously circulated):

RESOLVED:
i)
that the minutes of the following    

                 
Committee meetings, be approved; 
Cemetery Committee – Monday 17 May 2021

Events Committee – Monday 17 May and 28 June 2021

Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 17 May 2021

Community Centre Management Committee – Monday 28 June 2021 

Environment Committee – Monday 17 May 2021
Planning Committee – Monday 28 June 2021
24.
Date of Forthcoming Committee Meetings:

The Council was asked to approve the dates of the forthcoming meeting. 
Strategy and Finance Committee – Monday 26 July 2021 

Cemetery Committee – Not Applicable
Events Committee – Not Applicable
Environment Committee – Not Applicable
Community Centre Management Committee – Not Applicable 

Planning Committee – Not Applicable

RESOLVED:
i)
that the date of the Strategy and Finance 



Committee meeting be approved.

25.
Delegates’ Reports

Councillor Martin reported on the recent meetings of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils, that he had attended. 
26.
Accounts for Payment – May and June 2021
The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.

	MAY 2021 ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
	
	

	FOR
	AREA
	AMOUNT 
	 VAT  

	TELEPHONE / BROADBAND 
	ALL CENTRES
	£201.56 
	 £33.59 

	ZOOM ACCOUNT 
	ADMIN 
	£28.78 
	 £4.80 

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£13,917.39 
	

	INTERNAL AUDIT 
	ADMIN 
	£396.00 
	 £66.00 

	LEGAL FEES
	ADMIN 
	£1,326.60 
	 £221.10 

	LALC SUBSCRIPTION 
	ADMIN 
	£2,214.89 
	

	TOWN COUNCIL INSURANCE
	ADMIN 
	£5,358.12 
	

	VACUUM CLEANER 
	PENWORTHAM CC
	£108.48 
	 £18.08 

	ELECTRICITY COSTS 
	ALL AREAS
	£498.53 
	 £23.74 

	VEHICLE COSTS 
	CEMETERY
	£110.97 
	 £12.66 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS
	CEMETERY
	£265.17 
	 £44.20 

	TREES AND SUNDRIES
	CEMETERY
	£584.64 
	 £97.44 

	GAS COSTS
	ALL AREAS
	£1,610.32 
	 £268.39 

	WATER INVOICES 
	ALL AREAS
	£387.80 
	

	HYGIENE SERVICES
	PRIORY LANE
	£345.60 
	 £57.60 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS
	ALL CENTRES
	£57.46 
	 £9.58 

	CLEANING MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES
	£114.42 
	 £19.07 

	FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICE
	PENWORTHAM CC
	£90.98 
	 £15.16 

	GAS SERVICE 
	ARTS CENTRE
	£423.97 
	 £70.66 

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	£28,041.68 
	 £962.07 


	JUNE ACCOUNTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	

	FOR 
	AREA 
	 AMOUNT  
	 VAT  

	PRINTER LEASE
	ADMIN 
	 £321.60 
	 £53.60 

	TELEPHONE / BROADBAND 
	ALL AREAS 
	 £199.08 
	 £33.18 

	NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 
	ADMIN 
	 £567.60 
	

	PRINTING SERVICES
	ADMIN 
	 £139.64 
	 £23.27 

	NEWSLETTER DESIGN & PRINT 
	ADMIN 
	 £1,490.00 
	

	EMPLOYMENT COSTS 
	ALL AREAS 
	 £13,917.39 
	

	LITTER PICKING EQUIPMENT 
	ADMIN 
	 £535.94 
	 £89.32 

	ZOOM ACCOUNT FEES
	ADMIN 
	 £14.39 
	 £2.40 

	LEGAL FEES
	ADMIN 
	 £336.60 
	 £56.10 

	ELECTRIC INVOICES
	ALL AREAS 
	 £769.57 
	 £99.60 

	TREES 
	CEMETERY 
	 £59.70 
	 £9.95 

	WATER INVOICES
	ALL AREAS 
	 £105.86 
	

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 
	CEMETERY 
	 £232.77 
	 £38.80 

	FUEL 
	CEMETERY 
	 £74.69 
	 £12.45 

	MEMORIAL PLAQUES
	CEMETERY 
	 £500.96 
	 £83.49 

	GAS INVOICE 
	ALL CENTRES
	 £1,282.98 
	 £213.83 

	PPL / PRS MUSIC LICENCE 
	ALL CENTRES
	 £54.11 
	

	CLEANING MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES
	 £101.55 
	 £16.93 

	MAINTENANCE MATERIALS 
	ALL CENTRES
	 £46.23 
	 £7.71 

	TV LICENCE 
	PENWORTHAM CC
	 £159.00 
	

	SRBC INSURANCE COSTS 
	PENWORTHAM CC
	 £46.76 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL 
	 £20,956.42 
	 £740.62 


27.
Hill Road Cemetery – June 2021
The Council noted the recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed.

The Democratic Services Officer reported twelve burials during March. Five of those were new plots.
28.
August Meeting
As the Council does not normally meet in August, the Town Manager asked the Council to consider this. Following a brief discussion, the Council agreed that as no meeting took place in June, a meeting should be held in August. 

RESOLVED: i)
that a meeting of the Town Council be held in August, 2021.

The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

                




………………….……………Town Mayor 
(The online meeting finished at 7.40pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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