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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Penwortham Community Centre at 6.45pm on Monday 22 July 2019
Present:
Councillors W Adams, D Bennett, R Blow, G Crewe, J Patten, A Turner, I Watkinson and T Young 

                                      
In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager
 
Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer

7.
Apologies for Absence

No apologies were recorded. 

8.
Declarations of Interest


No Interests were declared. 

9.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED:
i)
that the minutes of the last meeting held on 20     

May, 2019 be approved and signed as a correct    record by the chairman. 

10.
Cop Lane Site owned By Tesco
 
The Committee considered the report on the former government buildings site owned by Tesco and discussed the available options to improve the derelict site.

The Town Manager confirmed that he had invited a representative from Tesco to attend this meeting but hadn’t received a response. Responding to a question from Councillor Blow, the Town Manager confirmed that the Town Council had good lines of communication with Tesco. The Town Manager also confirmed that the supermarket had not yet decided on its future plans for the site.
It was suggested that if work had commenced on the site prior to the application deadline, the site could continue to be developed after the date of expiry. Councillor Howarth also explained that Tesco could apply to renew the planning application expiry date at any time.
Councillor Bennett suggested that at some point in the near future, he would expect Tesco to make a decision on the basis of the expiry date. 

Councillor Patten expressed his concerns over the length of time the site had already been derelict and suggested that it should not continue in this manner. Councillor Patten proposed and Councillor Adams seconded the Town Council to urge the planning authority to issue Tesco with a compulsory purchase order in order to obtain the land which is situated in a high profile and crucial location in Penwortham. Councillor Young requested that Tesco be included in the correspondence to South Ribble Borough Council. 
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Town Council write to South

Ribble Borough Council to request they issue Tesco with a Compulsory Purchase Order to obtain the derelict site.

11.
South Ribble Borough Council – B2 Village Development Supplementary Planning Document

The Town Manager reported on the current consultation being carried out by South Ribble Borough Council on the B2 Village Development Supplementary Planning Document.

It was suggested that the draft document didn’t refer to the town of Penwortham and made little reference to Parish and Town Councils. Councillor Patten proposed to include ‘Parish and Town Councils’ under Section 6, ‘Local Need for Community Use’, similar to Point 5.9.

Responding to a question by Councillor Wooldridge, Councillor Young suggested that Committee agendas and associated papers be emailed to all non-committee members of the Council, for their information for future meetings.

RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be noted;

ii)
that the Town Council respond to the consultation and request that Parish and Town Councils’ be included in the planning document, as discussed during the meeting; and

iii)
that future Committee agendas be emailed to all non-Committee members of the Town Council.

12.
Dualling of the A582, South Ribble
The Committee considered a response to the current consultation by Lancashire County Council of the dualling of the A582.

The Committee agreed that the A582 did need upgrading to a dual carriageway, however, Councillor Bennett suggested that the A582 already had eight junctions, nine including the Pickering’s Farm development and raised concern for the free flow of traffic and significant congestion that this may cause, in particular the traffic generated from the trading estate at Chain House Lane. Councillor Bennett expressed a desire for more information and related transport figures in the planning application due for submission.

The Town Manager informed members of the Committee that they could also respond individually to the consultation online.

 RESOLVED: i)
that the report be noted;

ii)
that the Town Council respond to the consultation to express concern for the free-flow of traffic due to the number of  exits and request more detailed statistics and related data in the consultation statement. 

13.
A59 Liverpool Road, Penwortham 20mph Speed Limit
The Committee considered a Road Traffic Regulation to introduce a 20mph speed limit on the A59 Liverpool Road in Penwortham.

Councillor Patten fully supported the introduction of a 20mph speed limit but questioned why it didn’t extend from the bypass. The use of speed cameras was also discussed as an effective option to enforce the speed restriction. The Committee agreed that the speed limit should be extended from the bypass to the bottom of Penwortham Hill.




RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be noted; and

ii)
that the Town Council supports the speed limit order, whilst making a request to extend the distance from the bypass to the bottom of Penwortham Hill.

14.
Slip Road between A59 Liverpool Road and A59 Golden Way

The Town Manager reported on the proposed closure of the slip road from Liverpool Road to Goldenway, Penwortham.

Councillor Bennett raised concern for cyclists permitted to use the slip road without a supported cycle route on the A59. The Committee were in support of the closure of the slip road but questioned the placement of bollards and how emergency vehicles would access this length of road. Councillor Adams expressed his support of the road closure and suggested it was an effective means of reducing traffic from Liverpool Road.

RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be noted; and

ii)
that the Town Council supports the proposed closure, whilst raising concern for the issues raised at the meeting. 

The Town Manager referred to a recent change of use from offices (Class A2) to Tattoo studio (Sui Generis) at 27 Liverpool Road Penwortham (Ref: 07/2019/5877/FUL) and asked the Committee for their opinion.

Following a short discussion, the Committee agreed on no planning grounds to object to the change of use application.
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 









………….…………………Chairman

(The meeting finished at 7.50pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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