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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting held online at 6.15pm on Monday 18th January 2021
Present:
Councillors D Bennett, R Blow, G Crewe, T Flannery, J Patten, D Shaw, A Turner and I Watkinson.




Chair:

Councillor A Turner 

In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager
 

Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
1.
Election of Chairman for 2020-21

Councillor Shaw proposed and Councillor Crewe seconded Councillor Turner as Chair of the Planning Committee.
RESOLVED: 
that Councillor Turner be elected as the Chairperson of the Planning Committee for the remainder of 2021. 

2.
Nomination and Election of Deputy Chair
Councillor Shaw proposed and Councillor Crewe seconded Councillor Patten as Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee.

RESOLVED: 
that Councillor Patten be elected as the Deputy Chairperson of the Planning Committee for the remainder of 2021. 

3.
Apologies for Absence

No apologies for absence were received. 
4.
Declarations of Interest



No interests were declared. 
5.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED: i)
that the minutes of the last meeting held on 24th February 2020 be approved and signed as a correct record by the chairman. 

6. 
Planning Applications: 07/2020/01035/FUL & 07/2020/00907/FUL
The Chair of the Committee, Councillor Turner read a brief explanation of the Town
Council’s role in the planning process, as a consultee on planning applications submitted
to South Ribble Borough Council.

The Town Manager provided an overview of the planning application for 29 affordable
houses at the former Sumpter Horse site. 

Councillor Watkinson explained that he had met with South Ribble planning officers along with Councillor Wooldridge and expressed a number of objections to the plans. Councillor Wooldridge read out a list of objections which included: insufficient parking for existing residents; no highways report; proposed placement of double yellow lines opposite and right hand turn into the site; crossing places needed on Leyland Road for residents' safety; flooding & drainage issues; no plan for replacement of pub for community use; too many houses on the site; plan for bungalows to be sited at the back of the development and apartments nearest to Leyland road impacting on residents of Castle Fold; no risk assessment and forward plan to control growth of Japanese Knotweed; general concerns about increased traffic on Leyland Road causing more problems with traffic flow from Middleforth and over Skew Bridge.

Councillor Watkinson confirmed that he would not support these plans in their current form and proposed that the Town Council object to this application based on the issues raised. This was seconded by Councillor Bennett.
Councillor Bennett also raised concerns over the number of houses proposed to be built and the impact this would have on Leyland Road. Councillor Bennett also objected to the width of the pavements at that part of Leyland Road and the risk to pedestrians if the double-yellow lines were to be removed, as suggested. Councillor Blow added that Leyland Road is already a busy road with numerous parking issues.
The Committee discussed the application to build on the former Shampan restaurant site 
on Pope Lane. Councillor Patten suggested that he was in no doubt that this land needed 
to be developed; however, this application was an overdevelopment with inadequate
parking facilities to support this size of development. He considered the proposed silver
cladding to be an eyesore and suggested that Woodville Road would not be a suitable 
access route for delivery vehicles.
Councillor Martin expressed his disappointment for the local residents due to the arson at 
the abandoned building and anti-social behaviour at the unsecured site. Councillor Martin 
also explained the difficulties of manoeuvring and reversing large heavy goods vehicles to 
and from the site and raised health concerns linked to the extractors and constant noise 
that the development would create.

A local resident suggested that the comments raised by the Town Council had been 
extremely helpful and that most objections had been covered during the lengthy 
discussion. The local resident raised concerns in relation to the public bus that regularly 
stopped near to the proposed development and the problems it already caused by 
stopping the flow of traffic. He raised road safety concerns with vehicles overtaking the
bus. Councillor Blow recognised that there were a lot of schools in the area and
highlighted traffic safety concerns for vehicles and pedestrians in that specific area.    
Councillor Patten proposed and Councillor Shaw seconded that the application be
objected to by the Town Council on the grounds discussed during the meeting. 
RESOLVED:
i)
that the Town Council object    

to both planning applications  in Penwortham on the grounds discussed during the meeting. 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 









………….…………………Chairman

(The meeting finished at 7pm)

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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