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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

STRATEGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Meeting held online at 6.30pm on Monday 14th December, 2020.
Present: 
Councillors J Flannery, H Hancock, D Howarth, J Patten, 
A Turner, I Watkinson, C Wooldridge and T Young. 


Chair:

Councillor Wooldridge

In attendance:
Steve Caswell, Town Manager and Responsible Financial Officer 





Marie Curran, Democratic Services Officer
1.    Election of Chairman for 2020/21

Councillor Patten nominated Councillor Wooldridge and Councillor Turner nominated Councillor Howarth as Chairperson for this Committee. On being put to the vote, Councillor Wooldridge was elected Chairman of the Strategy and Finance Committee for the remainder of 2020/21.

RESOLVED:      
that Councillor Wooldridge be elected      

             
Chairman of the S&F Committee for    

                  
2020/21.

2.    Election of Vice-Chairman for 2020/21

RESOLVED: that Councillor Howarth be elected Vice-     

               
Chairman of the Committee for 2020/21.

3.
Apologies for Absence

No apologies were received. 
4.
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Patten declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item no.6 ‘Funding Application – Hutton Church of England Grammar School’, due to having a working, professional relationship with the grant applicant, and was therefore unable, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to take part in the discussion and voting. 

5.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the last    

meeting held on 19th October, 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman. 

6.
Funding Application – Hutton Church of England Grammar School Foundation

The Committee considered a request for funding from Hutton Church of England Grammar School Foundation to retain and refurbish their school swimming pool. After careful consideration, the Committee agreed that the request did not meet the awarding criteria and that the grant system was in place to benefit the community in Penwortham. Councillor Bennett explained his role at a Trustee on the Foundation.
RESOLVED:
That the grant application be refused due to non-compliance with the Town Council’s grant policies.
7. 
External Audit for Year Ended 31 March 2020

The RFO reported on the recommendations made by PKF Littlejohn LLP following their audit of Penwortham Town Council for year ended 31 March 2020. 

The RFO reported that no matters had come to their attention with the only suggestion being that the public notice was advertised a little later than usual. This was due to the country being in a ‘lock-down’ situation at that time.
The RFO confirmed that the external auditor had found no cause for concern.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
8.
Fees and Charges 2021-2022
The Committee considered a report on the fees and charges for room hire at Penwortham and Priory Lane Community Centres and burial fees at Hill Road Cemetery. Following a brief discussion, the Committee agreed with the decisions taken by the relevant committees to keep the fees unchanged for 2021/22. 

RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be noted and      

                               
agreed.
9.
Penwortham Town Council Estimates and Precept for 2021-2022

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) reported on the setting of the precept for Penwortham Town Council and the various projects for 2021/22 including new town signage, planters, Summer activities for young people, highway tree replacement and the maintenance of an abandoned pond. 

The Committee considered the Town Council’s reserve funds and agreed that the precept should be set at £190,000.00 for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 
RESOLVED: i)
that the income and expenditure estimates for 2021/22, as submitted, be approved;

ii)
that approval be given to a precept in 2021/22 of £190,000.00.

………………………………………. Chairman
(The meeting finished at 7.00pm)   

The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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