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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Meeting held at the Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive at 6.00pm on Monday 28 November 2011 

Present:

Councillor Mrs M Robinson (in the chair)
 




Councillors Hancock, Mrs J R Hothersall, Nicholson, 





Ms Prynn, Read, D Wooldridge and Mrs Woollard.  

In attendance:
Steve Caswell - Town Manager




 
Michael Cronin - Democratic Services Manager 





Mr R Drakeford
8.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the last meeting held on 19 September 2011  


be approved as a correct record, subject to the venue of the 



meeting being amended to read “Penwortham Community 



Centre, Kingsfold Drive”.   

9.
War Memorial

The War Memorial on Liverpool Road, Penwortham was owned by the Town 
Council and the regular maintenance of the memorial 
was undertaken by the 
Lengthsman in accordance with the instructions of the Town Council 
officers and members.


Mr Ron Drakeford, a local resident, had recently begun to help out with this 
maintenance and had cleaned the stonework, the inscriptions and the 
flagging in the immediate vicinity. He had now suggested a number of  
further improvements which the committee was asked to consider;-


•
The erection of two flag poles – The Union Flag and the British Legion 

Flag or a Penwortham Town Flag


•
Remove two conifers from the site


•
Reduce the hedging to the front of the site


•
Prepare a rose bed or flower garden to either side of the flagged area


•
Prepare an area for small wooden memorial crosses


•
Re-turf the remaining grassed area 


•
Refurbish the benches to either side of the memorial on Liverpool 


Road.

Councillor Mrs Robinson expressed her thanks to Mr Drakeford for all the 
work he had undertaken thus far to enhance the memorial and this was 
endorsed by the committee.  She was in favour of the majority of the 
proposals under consideration but expressed some concern about the 
proposed removal of the yew trees.


It was confirmed that the Town Council owned, and was responsible for, the  
Memorial.


Councillor Nicholson supported the removal of the yew trees which he 
said were obstructing the plaques and the view afforded to passing members 
of the public.  This opinion was endorsed by Councillors Hancock and

Mrs Hothersall who proposed that the recommended works should be 
undertaken subject to costings being obtained. 

The Town Manager indicated that with the exception of the flag poles the cost 
of the works would be minimal.


Mr Drakeford attended the meeting and set out further details with regard to 
his proposals. He was concerned that the trees were causing damage to the 
memorial and felt that a good deal of pointing work was required.  The base 
of the memorial and the steps also needed some repair work.  He was willing 
to apply for a grant from the War Memorial Fund and it was indicated that this 
was already being pursued by officers.  The Royal British Legion had asked 
whether a permanent electricity point could be provided in the vicinity for 
lighting and audio requirements.  This was also under investigation by 
officers.

Councillor Mrs Robinson stressed the importance of ensuring that an overall, 
coordinated view was taken of the improvement works.


Councillor Nicholson stated that the area had needed significant works for 
many years and that the proposed works should be undertaken. 

Councillor Wooldridge stressed the need for Mr Drakeford to liaise closely 
with officers to avoid duplication of effort. 



RESOLVED:
i)
that Mr Drakeford be warmly thanked for the work 




he is undertaking at the War Memorial;






ii)
that subject to iii) below, the proposed 





maintenance works be carried out;




iii)
that costings be obtained for the installation of two 



flag poles and a further report be presented; 




iv)
that the possibility of grants for this and future 




maintenance work be pursued;







iii)
that officers pursue the possibility of creating a 




Friends group for the War Memorial.
10.
Woodland Burial Site


A report was presented on the current position, including the proposed tree 
planting by Global Renewables.  

The council’s environmental consultant had submitted to Natural England the 
the final report on the Great Crested Newt management measures that had 
been undertaken and a response was awaited. 

Firm costings would be obtained for the kerb-side memorial stones. 



RESOLVED:
that the report be noted.







……………………………………







CHAIRMAN

(The meeting finished at 6.30pm)

The Caring Council – Putting People First


