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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

STRATEGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Meeting held at the Penwortham Community Centre at 6.00pm on Monday 

21 June 2010

Present:
Councillor 
S Robinson (in the chair)




Councillors 
Mrs Gardner, Pimblett, Taylor and Mrs Woollard. 


In attendance: Steve Caswell – Town Manager and Responsible Financial 





Officer (RFO)




  Michael Cronin - Democratic Services Manager
1.
Election of Chairman for the Meeting



RESOLVED:
i)
that Councillor S Robinson be elected chairman 




of the committee for the meeting;





ii)
that the chairmanship and vice-chairmanship of 




the committee for 2010/11 be considered at the 




next meeting. 
2.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Clegg and 

J R Hothersall.  
3 
Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the last meeting of the committee 




held on 15 March 2010 be approved as a correct record and 



signed by the chairman.
4.
Declaration of Interest

Councillor Robinson declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in the item 
relating to the grant to St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School Golden  
Anniversary Celebrations (minute no. 7) but was able, under the 
Members’ Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take part in the 
discussion and voting thereon.

 5.
2009-10 Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement  

The Responsible Financial Officer presented this report and statement and responded to questions. 
He had met with the internal auditor that day and no significant issues had been raised.

Following questions by Councillor Pimblett he would query with South Ribble Borough Council the significant rise in the Community Centre Service Charge and would publish the accounts on the Town Council’s website.  


RESOLVED:
i)
that the Statement of Accounts for 2009-10, 





as submitted, be approved;  


 


ii)
that the Council confirms that, to the best of its 


knowledge and belief, with respect to the 


Council’s accounts for the year ended 31 March 

2010:
 i)
it has approved the statement of accounts which has been prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 
and proper practices;
ii)
it has maintained an adequate system of internal control, including 
measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and 
reviewed its effectiveness;
iii)
it has taken all reasonable steps to assure itself that there are no matters of 
actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations, and codes of 
practice which could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the 
Council to conduct its business or finances.

iv)
it has provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of 
electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and 
Audit Regulations;

v)
it has carried out an assessment of the risks facing the Council and taken 
appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of 
internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required;
vi)
it has maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of 
internal audit of the Council’s accounting records and control systems and 
carried out a review of its effectiveness;
vii)
it has taken appropriate action on all matters raised in previous reports from 
the internal and external auditors;
viii)
it has considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or 
transactions, occurring either during or after the year end, have a financial 
impact on the Council and, where appropriate have included them in the 
Statement of Accounts.

6.
Request for grant to St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School Golden  
Anniversary Celebrations 

The committee was asked to consider a grant to support the golden 
anniversary celebrations of St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School.


The request complied with the Council’s grants policy established on 19 
October 2004.


RESOLVED:
that £250 be granted to St Teresa’s Catholic Primary 




School for its Golden Anniversary Celebrations on the 



strict understanding that this is a one-off award and 




does not set a precedent for any future similar 





applications.
7.
Dates of Meetings of the Strategy and Finance Committee for 2010/11


Possible dates for future meetings were suggested. It might of course be 

necessary to call additional meetings if required or cancel any that were no 
longer necessary.



RESOLVED:
that the following dates for meetings of the committee 





be agreed, all beginning at 6.00pm:  




Monday 20 September 2010





Monday 18 October 2010





Monday 22 November 2010





Monday 17 January 2011





Monday 14 March 2011





Monday 18 April 2011



















……………………………………………







CHAIRMAN
(The meeting finished at 6.26pm)
The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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