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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT 2010/11
FOREWORD BY THE TOWN MAYOR, COUNCILLOR MRS L R WOOLLARD
I would like, first of all, to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the deputy Mayor, Councillor Len Read, and my fellow councillors for all their hard work and assistance during my year of office.  My charities – Derian House, NW Air Ambulance and the Friends of Hurst Grange Park - will all benefit enormously from their efforts.  Special thanks of course go to Alistair, my consort, for all his invaluable support and encouragement, which I have greatly appreciated.

As is the case with everyone fortunate enough to be elected mayor, this year has provided me with a unique insight into the huge amount of voluntary work that is undertaken by people throughout the community and I must say I have been heartened by their infectious energy and enthusiasm.  Penwortham is indeed a vibrant place and there is a huge amount of good will and genuine kindness here. 
Mayoral Events

I have had the privilege of attending a large variety of Town Council events in Penwortham since last May and they are briefly summarised below.

The two-day Penwortham Gala in June gets bigger every year and is undoubtedly the Council’s annual highlight. Yet again we were blessed with brilliant weather and the 2010 event was a wonderful community occasion.  On Saturday afternoon we were entertained by The Travelling Mulberries, the Lostock Hall Morris Dancers and Mary Whelan’s Irish Dancers and on the Saturday evening Hurst Grange Park  was packed to enjoy the Tom Jones and Abba tribute acts. All involved in the organisation and marshalling of this major event should be congratulated on the fact that there were no community safety problems or anti-social behaviour, just first-class family fun. 

Sunday’s ecumenical service was also very well attended and we are looking in the future to attract church members from an even wider area.  I would like to thank all those people who worked so hard behind the scenes to make the gala such a success, and a special mention should again go to Councillor Robert Taylor who worked tirelessly throughout.  The gala goes from strength to strength and I would recommend you all to go along on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June 2011 to sample the delights on offer.  A great time is guaranteed for all!  

We held our Civic Sunday at St Leonard’s Church on 24 October. It was good to meet local parishioners afterwards and my special thanks go to Rev Nick Mansfield for organising the service. 

Once again the annual firework display on 5 November was a big success and the rain kept away throughout.  The event resulted in excellent contributions to my charities and grateful thanks go to those who donated and to all those involved in organising the event which must now be one of the biggest and most spectacular free displays in Lancashire.    
Attendance at the Penwortham Town Remembrance Day Service at the Liverpool Road War Memorial seems to increase every year and once again the event was extremely well organised by Harry Benson and the Middleforth Branch of the Royal British Legion. It was an extremely moving occasion, made more so by the tragic fact that, as we hear so often in the media, members of our armed forces are giving their lives almost daily in the current confrontations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 


A Christmas-style market was organised by the Town Council for the first time this year and was held on Wednesday 15 December on Liverpool Road. Fifteen stalls traded from 6.00pm until 9.00pm with a choir from Middleforth School and Father Christmas himself in attendance.  The Lostock Hall Memorial Band was also present to entertain the evening shoppers and small fairground rides were in position on the Fleece Inn car park.  The cost of the event to the Town Council was only £70.00. This was the first attempt at an initiative of this kind by the Town Council and it was a resounding success.  Hopefully, it will establish itself as a welcome annual event for the residents and traders of Penwortham.
Local Events

Apart from the above Council-organised occasions, I have had the opportunity to attend this year a huge number of local events. They were all extremely enjoyable, and I mention below just a few of them: 



i)
Centenary Service, Methodist Church Leyland Road  



ii)
St Teresa’s Primary School Golden Anniversary Ball



iii)
South Ribble Scouts AGM



iv)
South Ribble Civic Sunday at St Michael’s Church, Little 



Hoole



v)
Lostock Hall Carnival  


vi)
100th Anniversary Celebrations - Methodist Church on Leyland


Road Sunday  


vii)
St Leonard’s Fair
 



viii)
St Catherine’s 25 years celebratory event – St Mary’s Leyland



ix)
South Ribble Borough Council – Mayoral Installation Banquet 





x)
St John’s Minster Orpheus Choir event.



xi)
School leavers’ event – Middleforth CE Primary School



xii)
Lancashire Civic Carol Service at Blackburn Cathedral
.
TOWN COUNCIL PROGRESS REPORT
There follows a report on the Council’s year as a whole. Further details can of course be obtained from the website.  
i)
Multi Agency Tasking and Coordination and Appointment of Youth and 
Community Worker


Over the years there have been concerns in one or two areas of the Town
with regard to anti-social behaviour, vandalism, graffiti and youth nuisance.  


The question was:  what can the town council and our partners do to tackle 
the problem?  This led to the creation of the Multi-Agency Tasking and 
Coordinating Group for Penwortham (mini MATAC) involving 
representatives from the Town and Borough Councils, the Police, the 
Young People’s Service, Housing Associations and other key agencies. 
The group now meets regularly at the Community Centre.  

MATAC has achieved a good deal of success in tackling local problems 
and excellent and fruitful partnership relations have been built up.  It is an 
effective and comparatively simple way of significantly improving 
community cohesion and our town council officers have had the opportunity 
to give presentations on this ground-breaking initiative to a wider local 
authority and voluntary sector audience.    
           A significant step forward was taken this year by the acquisition of a
           grant from the Community Investment Fund via Progress Housing Group to 
           appoint, for three years, a new member of staff, Louise Wright, to 
coordinate the work of the group. This has already given significant impetus 
to Mini-MATAC and will hopefully ensure its survival and development in the 
medium-to-long term.    

Day-to-day liaison with the police continues to be excellent and Community 
Beat Managers Matt Moon and Malcolm Haymen and Police Community 
Support Officers Ben Barnes and Paul Naylor continue to be based at the 
Community Centre.   
ii)
Delegated Services 

It was reported last year that the county council had signalled an important 
shift in its approach to service delivery arrangements.  The county council 
has now sought expressions of interest from local councils who wish in 
principle to take on new services. The Town Council has in recent years 
been keen to seek ways of carrying out as many local services as possible 
where this would improve efficiency and effectiveness and this new 
move represents a significant potential opportunity.  

We have put in a “without prejudice” bid to undertake a number of street-
scene services and once the full implications are know we will consider in 
detail the feasibility of taking them on. In addition, we have been asked by 
the county council to take part in a pilot scheme to develop new ways of 
operating the lengthsman scheme (see paragraph iv) below).

iii)
Hill Road Cemetery and Adjacent Woodland Burial Site

Those of you who attend council meetings will know of the long-running 
saga of the cemetery’s Great Crested Newts, a European protected 
species, and the fact that their presence has significantly delayed the 
creation of the woodland burial site. 


However, I am pleased to say that the protection of the newts has now been 
ensured and that work on the construction of pathways around the site has 
been completed.  It is anticipated this woodland site will be ready for burials 
in the summer.  

The cemetery continues to be maintained to a very high standard.  Some further concern has been expressed about the drainage of certain areas,  however. The problem has been caused by the unprecedented levels of rainfall in recent years and by the inability to install deep drains.  Work has been undertaken to address this problem and significant improvements have been achieved.  The situation will of course be monitored.    

iv)
Lengthsman Scheme


The Council’s Grounds Maintenance Worker also works as our lengthsman 
to tackle a wide variety of environmental problems around the town.  This 
initiative continues to operate well. 


The Town Council had been chosen as a pilot for the revised County 
Council Lengthsman Scheme. This means that works undertaken for the 
county council will now be funded for the duration of the scheme. This 
arrangement replaces the annual grant towards costs of the Lengthsman 
made 
by LCC and residents will be kept informed of progress.
v)
Priory Meadow Nature Reserve

The council owns this nature reserve opposite Priory High School and a 
good deal of work has been carried out in conjunction with the volunteers of 
Penwortham Conservation Group who do an excellent job maintaining and 
improving the area. This year the hedgerow has been layered and a new 
palisade fence should make it more difficult for children to access the site 
from the school grounds, hopefully making the site much cleaner. 


Some self-seeded trees have been removed on the far side of the site to 
improve the meadowland and to encourage the growth of newly-planted 
orchids which need sunlight and air to survive.  The council is grateful to all 
the volunteers for their tireless support.  Mr Peter Smith, Chairman of 
Pencon, gave an excellent presentation to the Council in March on local 
wildlife and the way in which flora and fauna were inextricably linked in a 
web of life.  He stressed the importance of showing respect for all forms of 
life and of conserving nature and enhancing biodiversity as much as 
possible.
vi)
Allotments

The Council owns an allotment site opposite the (former) Bridge Inn on 
Leyland Road and we have continued to work closely with the local 
allotment association to ensure that the area is very well cultivated and 
maintained.  There have been one or two problems with vandalism and 
damage this year and the police have been closely involved in ensuring as 
far as possible that this does not recur.  The boundary fencing has been 
strengthened and discussions held with the allotment holders to improve 
security. 
vii)
Quality Status

I am delighted to report that the council has retained its quality status 
accreditation (we are required to apply for renewal of the award every four 
years).  

The Government in its Scheme Document comments "… by meeting the 
requirements of (Quality Status) a town council is demonstrating that it is a 
worthy representative of all parts of community, is effectively and properly 
managed, articulates the needs and wishes of the community and works 
with its partners as an effective information point for all local services”.

Congratulations to all concerned.
 
viii)
Staffing

Gary Tiffen and Ian Pickard continue as our site supervision and cleaning 
team and Sean Godbert as our lengthsman and grounds maintenance 
officer. They do an excellent job for us and our grateful thanks go to them.  
Gary now undertakes cleaning duties only and we were pleased to welcome 
in April Michael Stokes who will carry out caretaking duties for the council.        

As reported above, Louise Wright, our new Youth and Community Worker,  
is already doing a first-class job and we wish her every success in this key 
role.  


Steve Caswell our Town Manager and Mick Cronin the Democratic 
Services Manager have now completed just over seven years with the 
council and continue to spearhead our drive for modernisation. 

ix)
Newsletter/Communication

We continue to produce a high-quality, quarterly newsletter which is 
delivered to every home in the Town. Do let us know if you wish to 
include any item of community interest.

We now have a blog and are on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube (see 
contact details below).

x)
Representing Local People 


We continue to raise the concerns of local residents on a huge variety of issues. We are currently, for example, assisting residents in their efforts to remove a caged football area which is causing a very serious noise nuisance.  United Utilities and other relevant organisations regularly give  presentations to the council on significant matters.  

We liaise closely with the Borough Council’s planning and other officers to ensure the best deal for local people.  You are all urged to come along to our council meetings at the Community Centre on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm to make your views known.

xi)
Community Centre

As reported last year, officers and councillors have been liaising closely with the Borough Council to agree a more flexible and appropriate lease for the Community Centre and adjacent playing field which would greatly enhance our ability to improve the facilities and plan for the future.  

We have now agreed a formal proposal from South Ribble Council to amend the Community Centre lease and it is hoped this will be put into effect in the very near future, opening up a number of opportunities for the development of the building.    

A variety of events continue to take place at the centre and public advice 
services available at the Centre include:


•
Penwortham Town Council


•
South Ribble Borough Council


•
Welfare Rights


•
Lancashire Constabulary 


•
Homestart 
xii)
Finance and Precept

With regard to expenditure proposals, approval was given to a precept in 
20011/12 of £127,600.00.  This is the amount we raise through the council 
tax and it represents about £15 annually per Band D property.  Once again 
this represents no increase on last year’s figure. We believe we give very 
good value to our local residents.
 

Income for 2010 – 2011 
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please note; other income includes all grants received by and donations made to the council
Expenditure for 2010 – 2011 
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xiii)
Town Council – 2011 Membership

The Council’s 18 councillors represent 6 wards in the Town.  They are 
elected every four years and the recent election was on 5 May 2011.


The full Council oversees all the activities of the Authority and the main 
areas of work are covered by six committees.  The Council meets at 
7.00pm on the first Tuesday of every month, excluding August, at the 
Penwortham Community Centre.  


Grateful thanks are due to all the councillors who did not stand or who were 
not re-elected at the recent polls for all their dedicated service to the work to 
the council.  


CONTACT DETAILS FOR COUNCILLORS (ELECTED IN MAY 2011)

HOWICK & PRIORY WARD


Leonard Thomas Read, 15 Priory Lane, Penwortham Preston PR1 0AR (Lib D)
-  01772 751456
      Stephen Robinson, 14 Abbotsway, Penwortham, Preston PR1 0BD (Con)

-  01772 742173


Mary Robinson, 14 Abbotsway, Penwortham Preston PR1 0BD
(Con)

-  01772 742173

BROAD OAK WARD

      Harold Hancock, 37 Whitebeam Close, Penwortham Preston PR1 0SE  (LibD)
-  01772 752467

      David Howarth, 49 Crookings Lane, Penwortham Preston  PR1 0HX (LibD)
-  01772 469995
      Linda Woollard, 9 Oaklands Drive, Penwortham Preston  PR1 0XY (Con)

-  01772 745981

      WHITEFIELD WARD

      Anthony Edward Pimblett, 5 Princes Road, Penwortham Preston PR1 0DX (LibD)
-  01772 744751
      Rosemary Robinson, 151 Liverpool Road Penwortham Preston PR1 0QH (Con)     -  01772 745300
      David Nicholson 29 Whitefield Road, Penwortham Preston PR1 0XJ (Con) 
 - 01772 742339
      MIDDLEFORTH WARD

      Susan Marie Prynn, 47 Hawksbury Drive Penwortham Preston PR1 9EH (Lab)

      Jim Hothersall, 80 Greencroft, Penwortham Preston PR1 9LB (Con)

- 01772  745817

      Jenny Hothersall, 80 Greencroft Penwortham Preston PR1 9LB (Con)

- 01772  745817

      KINGSFOLD WARD

      Carol Wooldridge, 16 Bramble Court Penwortham Preston PR1 9EW (Lab)
-01772 742868
      David Wooldridge, 16 Bramble Court Penwortham Preston PR1 9EW (Lab)
-01772 742868
      Robert Russell Taylor, 9 Lilac Avenue, Penwortham Preston PR1 9PB
(Lab)
- 01772 748240

      CHARNOCK WARD
      Dorothy A Gardner, Abbeymead, 10 Regency Avenue, Lostock Hall PR5 5BG (Con)
-  01772 316441

      Melvyn Gardner, Abbeymead, 10 Regency Avenue, Lostock Hall PR5 5BG (Con)

-  01772 316441

      David John Bretherton, 11 Hollywood Avenue, Penwortham Preston PR1 9AS (Lab) 
-   01772 468340
   
  Mayor


Councillor L T Read  
  
    
  Deputy Mayor

Councillor M Gardner 
Conclusion

As a council we believe we have achieved a good deal this year on behalf of the local community - but we recognise that much remains to be done, particularly in the light of the current economic circumstances.  Nevertheless we can look to the future with optimism.  Thank you once again to all who have contributed in any way to the Town Council’s efforts.

And finally, I would like to say a special word of thanks to all those who have supported us so wonderfully during the Mayoral Year 2010/2011.  Alistair and I have an enormous number of happy memories to treasure in the coming years. 

COUNCILLOR LINDA WOOLLARD

MAYOR OF PENWORTHAM

CONTACT:
Website:
www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Blog:

Just follow the link from our home page above
Email:
info@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Phone:
01772 750533
Address:
Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, 



Penwortham, Preston  PR1 9EQ

Twitter: 
Mick_Cronin 
Facebook:  
Penwortham Town Council
Youtube:
Penwortham Gala and other Town Council events feature on 


YouTube
The Caring Council – Putting People first
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