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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

STRATEGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Meeting held at the Penwortham Community Centre at 6.00pm on Monday 

19 September 2011

Present:

Councillor J R Hothersall (in the chair) 



  
Councillors Mrs D Gardner, Howarth, Pimblett and Taylor  

In attendance: Steve Caswell – Town Manager and Responsible Financial 







Officer (RFO)






  
Michael Cronin - Democratic Services Manager

7.
Apologies for Absence  


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J R Hothersall, 


S Robinson and D Wooldridge.
8.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 



RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the meeting of the committee held on 20 




June 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed 




by the chairman. 

 
9. 
Monitoring of Income and Expenditure

Quarterly Accounts – to End June 2011    


The Responsible Financial Officer presented a report.



Councillor Pimblett expressed concern that the figures as presented did not 
include known future expenditure and that this could be misleading.  Following a 
discussion it was agreed that provision could be made for this in future reports.
RESOLVED:
i)
that the report on the monitoring of income and 




expenditure relating to the quarterly accounts to the end 



of June 2011 be approved;


ii)
that future quarterly monitoring reports include details of 



predicted major expenditure over the remainder of the 



financial year. 

10.
Management and Financial Risk Assessment 2011/12

The Responsible Financial Officer presented a report.
RESOLVED: that the Management and Financial Risk Assessment 20011/12, as set out in the report, be approved and adopted by the Town Council.
11.
The Council’s Quarterly Newsletter


Further to previous consideration of this matter the committee was asked to 
examine possible alternatives to the current newsletter arrangements (9,300 
newsletters delivered quarterly to each household in Penwortham).

 
The cost of producing the Newsletter during 2010-2011 had been £8,017 and this 
was increasing annually.


Members of the public regularly remarked that they either never received a copy  
or had received them only sporadically. For whatever reason, it appeared that a 
large number of printed and delivered newsletters were not being read by the 
residents of Penwortham.


The National Association of Local Councils had stipulated that in order to achieve 
Quality Status accreditation councils were required to produce and publish a 
newsletter at least four times a year or contribute a specific section of it 
  
to a quarterly community newsletter. In addition they had to ensure that the 
production was readily available at public sites across the parish or 
town such as 
local shops, notice boards, libraries and village halls.

There were therefore several options open to the council to disseminate 
information and news to residents of Penwortham whilst still maintaining Quality 
Status.  Penwortham now had a community newsletter produced by local
residents. It was to be produced on a monthly basis and distributed throughout the 
town.  The production team had indicated that they were willing to work with the 
Town Council and allow the inclusion of all its news along with the names and 
contact details of the councillors. The cost of using the community newsletter 
would be in the region of £2000 per annum, which would create a yearly saving of 
approximately £6000 per annum and still allow the Town Council to retain Quality 
Status.


Councillor Mrs Gardner stated that the existing newsletter was of a high quality and 
expressed concern that the proposed use of the community newsletter might entail 
the partial loss of the Town Council’s identity.


Councillor Pimblett indicated that this was only the first edition of the newsletter 
and its future was not assured, but he commended their efforts thus far. He was 
concerned that the advertising revenue could decline at any time. 

Councillor Howarth considered that it would be a pity if the council stopped 
delivering the current newsletter to every household.  The recently-produced
 
Penwortham Magazine lacked a certain amount of professionalism in terms of 
content and presentation.  He favoured the introduction of an editorial board to 
oversee the production of the council’s newsletter and enhance its quality. 


RESOLVED:
i)
that consideration of the use of the new Penwortham  





Magazine for the production of the Council’s Newsletter 




be deferred and the situation be monitored;




ii)
that the current arrangements for the production of 





the excellent “Your Newsletter” be continued but that an 




editorial board be created to enhance it even 






further, membership to be determined by the Council.

12.
Request for Grant – Penwortham Football Tournament

 

As in previous years the Town Council had been asked by the Penwortham  Football Tournament organisers to consider contributing towards the cost of the trophies and medals for the event held on 11 and 12 June 2011 (£544.00).  

There continued to be a good working relationship with the tournament committee and close liaison had again taken place in 2011 regarding our respective events.  
It was confirmed that a copy of the relevant invoice had been received by offcers.

RESOLVED: that £500 be paid to the Penwortham Football Tournament organisers towards the total cost of £544.00 for the trophies awarded during the tournament on 11 and 12 June 2011, the cost of two portable toilets (for use at the gala) being deducted from this amount. 
.

.



















……………………………………………CHAIRMAN
(The meeting finished at 6.30pm)
The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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