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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held at the Penwortham Community Centre at 6.48pm on Monday 16 January 2012  

Present:
Councillor M Gardner (in the chair)



Councillors Mrs D Gardner, Hancock, Mrs R Robinson and 



Taylor. 


 

In attendance: 
Steve Caswell – Town Manager 





Michael Cronin - Democratic Services Manager

1.
Election of Chairman for 2011/12


RESOLVED:
that Councillor M Gardner be elected chairman of the 




committee for 2011/12.
2.
Election of Vice-Chairman for 2011/12

RESOLVED:
that Councillor Taylor be elected vice-chairman of the committee for 2011/12.

3.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs C Wooldridge, D Wooldridge and Mrs Woollard.
4.
Minutes of the Last Meeting


RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the last meeting held on 14 February 



2011 be signed as a correct record. 
 
5.
Provision of Allotments at Braid Close Penwortham


The committee considered a report on the new allotments at Braid Close 
Penwortham, further to minute no. 6 of the Environment Committee meeting 
on 26 August 2008.

Early in 2008 a number of residents in Braid Close had indicated they were extremely unhappy about ball games and anti-social behaviour of various kinds taking place on the open land immediately outside their properties. A number of houses in the area were now for sale and effective action based on a partnership approach was urgently needed.  


A meeting had been held to discuss the matter in May 2008 with local councillors and representatives of Persimmon Housing and the Borough and Town Councils.
 
Mr Greg Clark, the Borough Council’s Landscape Officer, had drawn up an initial suggestion for the area involving the creation of an allotment area (to be managed by the Town Council), three new housing plots and an extension to the garden at no. 10 Braid Close.  This took into account the underground services on the land and the need for easements etc.  Incorporated into the draft scheme were appropriate fencing, gates, accesses and improvements to the culvert.  This proposal would, it was felt, effectively solve the problem of anti-social behaviour at Braid Close.   

Under the proposed scheme, the loss of open space would be offset by the creation of the allotments and the introduction, at the end of that year, of the new play area on Kingsfold Drive.


It had been agreed that Persimmon should draw up a final scheme and apply 
for planning permission.  Planning application 07/2008/0598/FUL - Erection 
of 3 No. two storey dwelling houses, extension of domestic curtilage to No. 
10 and provision of allotments - Land at Braid Close Penwortham – had been  
agreed by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee in September 2008.  
This permission had been renewed in April 2011. 

 
The four-allotment site at Braid Close was now nearing completion and the 
Borough Council was checking out the work before pursuing a formal hand-
over. The Allotment Association which managed the Town Council’s existing 
allotments on Leyland Road had indicated that it did not wish to take on the 
responsibility of the Braid Close site.  It was therefore suggested that council 
officers undertake the management of the site.  

 
It was necessary to agree the basis on which the Town Council would assume 
the management role on behalf of the Borough Council.  As a starting point, 
the committee considered a copy of the lease between the Borough Council 
and the Valley Road Allotment Association which could be acceptable in the 
case of Braid Close, with the appropriate amendments.    


It was suggested that an annual rental of £60 per plot is reasonable.  The 
financial arrangements would be kept under review as the scheme 
progressed. 

Following a query by the chairman it was indicated that the Town Council’s 
Lengthsman would be made aware of the site and the maintenance 
arrangements but that it would be primarily the responsibility of the plot- 
holders to cultivate the area and keep it in good order.

Councillor Howarth referred to the invaluable contribution of former Councillor 
Best in organising the initial meetings and ensuring that this scheme was 
brought to a successful conclusion.  


RESOLVED:
i)
that the report be approved;




ii)
that the Braid Close site lease between the 





Borough Council and the 
Town Council be based 




on Valley Road Allotment Association as 





circulated at the meeting, with the appropriate 





amendments;





iii)
that council officers undertake the management of 




the site;





iv)
that an annual rental of £60 per plot be charged;




v)
that a letter be sent to former Councillor Best 





thanking him for his essential contribution to this 




scheme.







…………………Chairman
(The meeting finished at 7.02pm) 
The Caring Council – Putting People First


