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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting held at the Penwortham Community Centre at 6.00pm on Thursday 15 April 2010

Present:
Councillor J Hothersall (in the chair)

Councillors 
Mrs Blow, M Gardner, Howarth, Pimblett, Mrs Robinson   
and Mrs Woollard. 

Members of 


the Public:
3

In attendance: Steve Caswell – Town Manager 



  Michael Cronin - Democratic Services Manager 

1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting


RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the last meeting of the committee
 held on 23 March 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
2.
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Pimblett declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in the following  item (minute no. 3) as a crown green bowler of many years standing but was able, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take part in the discussion. 

3.
Scheme for the Kingsfold Drive Playing Field 


At the Town Council meeting on 5 January 2010 (minute no.112) it had been  
agreed that a plan for the possible use of the Kingsfold Playing Field 

should be referred in the first instance to this committee which would make 
recommendations to the full Council.  

With the consent of the chairman, Councillor Best (not a member of the 
committee) gave a presentation on the proposals which he considered would play 
a significant role in addressing a number of concerns local people had with regard 
to the Kingsfold area, such as the general lack of amenities. The recently-
constructed outdoor play area had been a success and was very well used and he 
saw the proposals now before the committee, particularly the bowling green,  café 
and allotments, as part of a vision to significantly enhance the facilities in the 
area of the community centre.  Central to the concept was the intention to 
encourage young people to use the bowling green facilities. The plans were 
closely linked to the opportunities which would be opened up by the proposed 
new leasing arrangements. 

An initial exploration had been made with regard to funding possibilities and the 
informal views of Borough Council planning and landscape officers had been 
sought. Some consultations had also been undertaken with an established 
bowling club regarding the possibility of that group taking over the running of any 
green at Kingsfold.  Encouraging responses had been received.  


The draft plans now before the committee had been produced by a county council 
officer at no cost to the Town Council.  If approved, full consultation would of 
course be required firstly with the land owner (the Borough Council) and then with 
residents and others.


Councillor Mrs Blow endorsed Councillor Best’s comments and stressed the need 
for additional facilities in Kingsfold.  As the area was on a bus route access was 
relatively easy and the proposals would help to reduce anti-social behaviour, 
provide facilities for older people and involve the whole community.   

Councillor Pimblett also expressed his support for the plans stressing the need for  
a public bowling green in the area.  It would of course be necessary to consider 
final costings and details such as fencing height etc before a final decision could 
be taken.  He felt that Kingsfold was the right place for a green.   


Councillor Mrs Robinson expressed concern about the potential loss of car 
parking caused by the creation of the green which could create problems.  It was 
indicated that this was a factor that would need to be carefully considered should 
the scheme proceed to the detailed planning application stage.  


Councillor Howarth considered that car parking space was not a significant factor, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Borough Council had in the past drawn 
up proposals to develop the existing parking area. 


Councillor Mrs Robinson was very much in favour of developing the interior of the 
Community Centre and supported the café initiative in particular.  She did not 
however support the proposed dog training area and it was generally agreed that 
this should not be pursued.


A discussion ensued about the accessibility of the Vernon Carus green at Factory 
Lane and about the demand for bowling facilities in Penwortham.  It was stressed 
that the aim was to ensure that the bowling green would be open to the public for 
as many hours a week as possible.    


In response to questions from the chairman and Councillor Mrs Robinson some 
initial estimates of costings were provided, most of which were likely to be 
recoverable by means of grant aid.  Some additional details were also provided 
with regard to the allotment proposal. 

The chairman and Councillor Mrs Robinson suggested that in the light of the 
ongoing negotiations with the Borough Council about the lease and associated 
issues it might be appropriate at this stage to defer the matter to enable more 
detailed information to be obtained. 



RESOLVED:
i)
that the Town Council be recommended to agree in 





principle the draft plans as presented for the bowling 





green, café and allotments at Kingsfold Playing Field; 





ii)
that if this agreement is given the consent of the 





Borough Council as land owner be sought and then 





appropriate public consultation be carried out and  





funding opportunities explored.  
5.
Oak Wood, Hill Road, Penwortham  


Council Howarth expressed serious concern about this ancient woodland and the 
development which continued to take place there which, he considered, was 
damaging this important and historic area of Penwortham. 


This was endorsed by Councillors Mrs Robinson, Pimblett and Mrs Woollard.


The latest planning situation regarding the development at Ramillies, off Hill Road, 
was presented. 



RESOLVED:
that further grave concern be expressed about the 





developments at Oak Wood, Penwortham, in particular the 




ongoing threat to protected trees and the encroachment onto 



protected land.






…………………………Chairman
(The meeting finished at 7.05pm)
The minutes of this meeting will be published on the website www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
The Caring Council – Putting People First


