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PENWORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of the Council held at the Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham at 6.00pm on Tuesday 1 November 2011. 

Present:
The Mayor, Councillor L T Read (in the chair).




Councillors Mrs D A Gardner, M Gardner, Hancock, J R Hothersall, 



Mrs J R Hothersall, Howarth, Nicholson, Pimblett, Mrs M Robinson, 



S Robinson, Mrs R Robinson, Taylor, Mrs C Wooldridge,



D Wooldridge and Mrs Woollard.    


Members of 

the public:
 18

In attendance:
Steve Caswell - 
Town Manager





Michael Cronin - 
Democratic Services Manager

 




Mark Gaffney – 
Neighbourhood Manager South Ribble 







Borough Council




Derek Sutton -
South Ribble 
Borough Council

50.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bretherton and Ms Prynn.
 
51.
Minutes of the Last Meeting



RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2011 be 




approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.
52.
Declarations of Interest  
Councillor Mrs Gardner declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in the Development Control item at minute no. 62 as a member of the Borough Council’s Planning Committee but was able, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take part in the discussion and voting. 

Councillor Howarth declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in the Development Control item at minute no. 62(i) as a local resident who had been consulted on this application but was able, under the Members’ Code of Conduct, to remain in the meeting and take part in the discussion and voting. 

53.
Attendance by Mr Mark Gaffney of South Ribble Borough Council  


Following a request from the Lancashire Association of Local Councils, Mr Mark 
Gaffney, the Borough Council’s Director of Neighbourhoods, and Mr Derek Sutton 
attended the meeting and responded to questions.  Mr Gaffney dealt with the 
following service areas:

Waste Management


Vehicle Fleet Management/Maintenance


Clean Environment


Parks and Open Spaces/Playgrounds


Community Safety 

He outlined the recent changes in the structure of his department.  Mr Sutton was 
now the coordinator of the Penwortham and Western Parishes Area.


Responding to a question from Councillor Hothersall, Mr Gaffney indicated that the 
Borough Council was increasing the frequency of cutting of the by-pass grass 
verges and other specific locations and that it now had a budget to tackle road sign 
cleaning on a rolling programme.


Councillor Mrs Wooldridge asked for more information on the clinical waste 
collection and how the service was publicised,  and Mr Gaffney provided details.

In response to a question from Councillor Howarth Mr Gaffney stated that food 
waste could now be deposited in brown and grey bins on alternate weeks, thus 
providing, in effect, a weekly collection.  This satisfied, he felt, the calls for a 
standardised weekly collection. 

The Mayor asked about the need for permanent park staff in the light of the recent 
alleged incidents of indecent exposure.  Mr Gaffney considered that the 
establishment of neighbourhood teams was helpful in ensuring better intelligence 
and information gathering.  He also confirmed that United Utilities were being urged 
to ensure that the necessary reinstatement works to Priory Park were carried out.


A resident expressed concern about the untidy state of the area surrounding the 
vacant shop on Pope Lane and this would be investigated. 


Responding to questions from County Councillor Mrs Blow, Mr Sutton stated that he 
was investigating the possibility of local bus shelters being repaired and improved.   
It was not possible to use strong weed killer to combat the proliferation of Mare’s 
Tail and the most effective solution was to regularly uproot it.


On behalf of all present the Mayor thanked Messrs Gaffney and Sutton for their 
attendance and helpful responses to questions. 

54.
Communications by the Town Mayor
   


 i)
It was confirmed that despite recent rumours there were no plans to close 


Chorley Hospital.

ii)
The Mayor had attended last Sunday an event at the United Reformed 


Church in support of street children in Zaire.


iii)
The annual Firework Display would be held on Saturday 5 November.


iv)
The Remembrance Sunday service would be held on Sunday 13 November.

55.
Report of the Town Manager

 CEMETERY & WAR MEMORIAL 


Works on the War Memorial had continued with the stonework being cleaned and 
shrubs tidied and cut back. Mr Ron Drakeford a local resident had very kindly given 
up his time to carry out these works and the Council expressed its sincere 
appreciation. The War Memorial was now in a fit state for the Remembrance Day 
Parade on Sunday 13 November 2011. After the service more works were being 
considered in consultation with the Cemetery Committee.

Despite the heavy rainfall over the last couple of months, the Roman Catholic 
area to the far end of the cemetery, which had been badly flooded, now seemed to 
be fairly dry with the new footpath and surface drains in that area coping well with 
the rainwater.


COMMUNITY CENTRE - BOOKINGS FOR NEXT MONTH


Regular Weekly Bookings 

	Day
	Activity 
	Room 
	Time 

	Sunday
	Available to hire
	
	

	Monday
	Zumba

Layzee Dayzee Lunch club 

Slimming World
	Front 

Back 

Lounge 
	  9.30 – 10.15am

10.30 – 2.30pm

  5.30 – 9.30pm  

	Tuesday
	Homestart

South Ribble Borough Council

Bros of Charity lunch club

Zumba 

Youth club
	Front 

Lounge 

Back

Front 

Back 
	 9.30 – 12.30pm

10.00 – 11.30am

10.30 – 3.00pm

 5.30 – 8.00pm  

 6.30 – 8.30pm 

	Wednesday
	Zumba 

PCT gentle exercise class

Welfare rights advice session

Shaw Trust

Shaftesbury House

Keep fit dance class 
	Front 

Back 

Office 

Lounge 

Back 

Front 
	  9.30 – 10.15am

10.30 – 11.30am

  9.30 – 12.30pm

10.00 – 12.30pm

  1.00 – 3.00pm 

  6.00 – 8.00pm 

	Thursday
	Gentle exercise class

Dog Training Classes

Women’s Institute  
	Front 

Back

Front  
	10.30 – 11.30am

  7.00 – 9.30pm

  7.00 – 9.30pm 

	Friday
	Youth Drop in Evening 
	Back 
	  6.30 – 9.00pm

	Saturday
	Available to hire 
	
	



Rooms were available to hire at the Penwortham Community Centre and anyone 
wishing to do so was asked to contact council officers to discuss their needs in the 
first instance. Children’s parties were regularly booked at the centre. Public Advice 
Services available at the Centre already included:

· Penwortham Town Council

· South Ribble Borough Council

· South Ribble Pensioners’ Association

· Welfare Rights

· Help Direct

· Lancashire Constabulary 

· Homestart 

The front hall was now available each afternoon and suitable clubs and associations were being approached with a view to letting this room out for dancing, keep fit, bowling etc.  The availability of the hall was being advertised on all the Town Council notice boards and in the newsletter.  Any member knowing of any groups or individual who could make use of the centre was asked to contact the officers. 

If any member knew of any groups or individuals who could make use of this excellent facility they were asked to make this known to the officers.

 LENGTHSMAN SCHEME

The new Town Lengthsman was Mr Paul Fletcher. As before, reports of any problems in and around Penwortham should be reported to Town Council officers as soon as possible who would ensure the work was completed by whichever authority was responsible. It was not necessary to wait until Council meetings to report problems.
Council officers were available during office hours at the community centre or out of office hours via e-mail 

Tel. 

01772 750533

e-mail 
michael@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk  



steve@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk 



info@penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Examples of work of the town’s Lengthsman;

· Valley Road, clearing bridleway and footbridge steps

· Woodville Road, cut beech hedge to car park

· Stricklands lane, clear ditch

· Howick Cross Lane, clear footpath 

· Bank Top pond area – tidy by footpath

· Railway Bridge Bridleway – clearing path

· Sumpter Croft – footpath works

FORTHCOMING PACT MEETINGS  

	MEETING
	TIME AND VENUE

	Kingsfold and Middleforth PACT
	7th November 2011,                                                                                        Penwortham Library,                                                                                          Hawksbury Drive,                                                                                                 10.00am 
This months priorities;  
Anti social behaviour – Ball Cage Area, Malthourse Way
Anti social behavior -  Pope Lane / Cop Lane

Anti social behavious – Charnock Avenue

	Broadoak,

Middleforth,

Whitefield,

Howick & Priory PACT
	1st November 2011,                                                                        Booths Store,                                                                                               Millbrook Way,                                                                                               10.00am – 2.00pm 

This months priorities;

Indecent exposure incidents – Hurst Grange Park area 

Border crime – Penwortham, Preston crossing River Ribble

	Lostock Hall, Tardygate & Charnock PACT
	8th November 2011,                                                                             Street Surgery,                                                                                          Bellis Way,                                                                                                       Walton Park,                                                                                                    7.00pm 

This months priorities; 

Linden Drive Shops – Anti social behaviour and damage on car park

Avondale School – Anti social behaviour and damage

Hope Terrace – Anti social behaviour


Information regarding pact meetings and localities is liable to change, especially for the dates of over one month in advance, for up to date information visit; 

Kingsfold / Middleforth  - http://www.lancashire.police.uk/neighbourhood/kingsfold 

Higher Penwortham / Middleforth  - http://www.lancashire.police.uk/neighbourhood/howick-and-priory 

Lostock Hall - http://www.lancashire.police.uk/neighbourhood/tardygate 

or call 0845 1 25 35 45.

Information on further meetings not reported here would be presented at the next Town Council meeting.

The policing in Penwortham now consisted of:

Sergeant Julie Rawstorne. 

Higher Penwortham;

PC Kevin Bond

PCSO Paul Fitzpatrick  

PCSO Mark Holiday 

Kingsfold

PC Matthew Moon

PC Malcolm Haymen 

PCSO Paul Naylor

PCSO Ross Drysden

Lostock Hall

PC Andy Alty 

PCSO Alison Monks 

PCSO Gareth Westhead 

All the above could be contacted on 0845 125 35 45, provided they were on duty at the time. This was the best contact number for reaching individual members of the police.
Following a request from Councillor S Robinson it was confirmed that the police would be asked to attend Council meetings on a more regular basis. 
ALL OTHER INFORMATION 

Penwortham Aid in Sickness Fund
The Penwortham Aid in Sickness had funds available to assist sick and needy persons of 
Penwortham by supplementing in any way possible the National Health Service. 
The trustees of the charity could apply the yearly income for the benefit of the sick and needy persons resident in the town of Penwortham in all or any of the following ways as they thought fit:

i)
The supply of special food and medicine, medical comforts, extra 


bedding, fuel and medical and surgical appliances.

ii)
Provision of funds to assist with domestic needs.

iii)
The provision of help for deprived young people.

iv)
The expense of convalescence, either in the home or away.

v)
The relief of suffering, disability or infirmity among sick or needy 


persons resident as aforementioned by such means as the trustees 


from time to time see fit.

Anyone wishing to make an application to this charity or knowing anyone that might wish to do so could either apply through the Town Council or directly to the charity.  
A new information leaflet had been produced. 

Sainsbury’s Planning Application no. 07/2011/0380/FUL
Amendments had been made to this application and a consultation event would be carried out on Friday 4 November at St Mary’s Church Hall (2.00pm to 8.00pm).
A stakeholders’ event had also been arranged by Sainsbury’s agents on Thursday 3 November at 6.30pm at the Community Centre.  Councillor Wooldridge expressed concern that the council’s officers had not been invited and this would be raised with the agents. 

A local resident expressed concern about the confusion regarding the progress of this application and its consideration by the Highway Authority.


Alderfield/Malthouse Way Ball Caged Area

There was no update to give on this issue at the moment. The joint SRBC, Harvest 
Housing statement was still awaited.


The following information had however been received:
“Housing association Arena Housing Group, headquartered in Liverpool, had agreed to merge with Manchester-based Harvest Housing Group to create a group with 32,000 houses. The two housing associations would formally merge in April 2012, pending consultation with residents. A new name for the organisation would also be decided following the consultation.
Arena and Harvest had announced details of a potential deal last year and firmed up details last month. The two said the main driver behind the move was to "harness the financial strength" of both companies. Ian Perry, chief executive of Harvest, had said: "From the beginning it was clear that Harvest and Arena shared the same values and vision. This is very much a merger of equals, and I am delighted that two excellent organisations are joining together."
Brian Cronin, chief executive at Arena, added: "This is a really exciting time for everyone at both groups. Through a merger we will have increased capacity and experience for innovation and new projects.  It will give us the capacity to offer enhanced development and support for neighbourhoods, greater efficiency through shared services and the ability to maintain service levels to customers in what is an uncertain economic climate."
The new organisation would be chaired by Kathy Cowell, former chairman at Harvest, with Mark Tattersall from Arena taking the deputy chairman role.

Penwortham Open Gardens Summer 2012

Enthusiastic gardeners were being sought who would be willing to open their garden 
to members of the public for an afternoon during the summer of 2012. It was hoped 
to have as many as possible open with visits to each garden in turn, picking 
up tips, 
partaking of refreshments etc, with all monies raised being donated to charity.

Anyone interested in opening their garden or simply wanting to help was asked to 
contact either the Town Council officers of Kay Pearson on 01772 741264, or email 
kandk.pearson@o2.co.uk 

Firework Display 5 November 2011 

Penwortham Firework Display was once again taking place on the 5 November at 
Pear Tree Park, Middleforth Green. The event would start around 7.00pm with the 
display taking place at 7.30pm.  As was the case every year, stewards were needed 
to patrol the firework drop zone and anyone wishing to help was asked to meet on 
Pear Tree Park from 6.30pm.

All other plans for the evening were well in hand with the 9th Penwortham Scouts 
once again helping with the collection.


Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade

The annual Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade would take place this year 
on Sunday 13 November, starting with the service at 9.15am at St Leonard’s 
Church, followed by a parade to the war Memorial for a short service there at 
10.45am and the Last Post and Reveille at 11.00am.

Penwortham Neighbourhood Forum

Councillor Mrs Gardner updated the Council on the situation regarding this new 
body which would replace the Area Committee.  The first meeting would be held on 
Thursday 24 November at 7.00pm at the Priory Sports and Technology College 
Crowhills Road.  The forum would seek to involve local people as much as possible 
in ways of improving the area.

Responding to queries from Councillor Howarth, Councillor Mrs Gardner indicated 
that the body would be significantly different to its predecessor and town councillors 
would not be separately invited to be a formal part of the decision-making process, 
although they were of course most welcome to attend and play a full part in the 
proceedings.  There 
would be no formal agenda or minutes but notes would be 
taken at the meetings. 
 


Councillor Mrs Hothersall stated that the forums would be there to support the 
community and all suggestions and proposals would be welcome.  


Councillor Pimblett expressed concern that without formal minutes there would be a 
lack of transparency and accountability.  
 

Councillor Mrs Gardner stressed that all suggestions would be recorded and 
appropriate action taken.  Information would be fed back.

The Mayor felt that there was a risk of the proceedings being undemocratic but 
Councilor S Robinson stressed that the whole point of the new bodies was to 
encourage public involvement in decision-making.  


Councillor Wooldridge was looking forward to seeing how the new forums would 
operate but stressed the importance of ensuring that all the decisions were not taken 
by officers. 


Information about the forum dates etc would be publicised on the Town Council’s 
notice boards. 
56.
Questions from Members of the Public

The following issues were raised and appropriate action would be taken:


 i)
Town Council Flag – need to Register Design etc

ii)
Consultation on New Planning Legislation


Councillor S Robinson encouraged all concerned to examine closely the LDF 

proposals on which consultation was being undertaken.

iii)
Speed Review – A59 – Need for Transparency of Decision-Making


County Councillor Green and the Town Council officers would raise the 


concerns expressed.

iv)
Proposed Erection of Wind Turbine – Land off Flag Lane – Advance 


Notice


57.
Minutes of Committee Meeting

Strategy and Finance Committee – 19 September 2011 

The Council was asked to approve the minutes of this meeting.
Councillor Howarth expressed concern about the planning application (see minute no. 62(i)) relating to the Multi Use Games Area at Penwortham Priory Technical College in the light of the fact that the Council had made a grant of £30,000 to the Borough Council for lighting to enable netball and tennis to be played on the area.  
Councillor S Robinson indicated that the Icelandic High Court had decided that councils in the UK, including South Ribble Borough Council and Lancashire County Council, would receive back the vast majority of the investments they had made in Icelandic banks.

Councillor Pimblett stated that the re-payment was likely to be made over a 20-to-30 year period.  



RESOLVED:
i)
that the minutes of the meeting of the Strategy and Finance 




Committee held on 19 September 2011 be approved and 




adopted;




ii)
that the Borough Council be asked to indicate the precise 




usage of the Multi Use Games Area at Penwortham Priory 




Technical College, with particular reference to tennis and 




netball.  
58.
Future Meeting of the Cemetery Committee

Members were asked to identify a suitable date for a meeting of the Cemetery Committee.

Councillor Howarth asked that a schedule of dates be drawn up for all committees. 


RESOLVED:
that a meeting of the Cemetery Committee be held at 6.00pm 




on Monday 28 November 2011.
59.
Delegates’ Reports  

There were no such reports.
60.
Accounts for Payment – October 2011

The Council considered the report of the Responsible Financial Officer.


RESOLVED:
 that the following accounts be paid:
	PAYEE
	FOR
	ACCOUNT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 AMOUNT 
	VOUCHER
	CHQ NO

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GARDNERS HARDWARE
	MAINTENANCE MATS
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 26.88 
	154
	6230

	PAL SECURTY 
	CCTV REPAIR
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 120.00 
	155
	6231

	KH HIRE LTD
	EQUIPMENT HIRE
	CEMETERY
	
	 £ 97.68 
	156
	6232

	SIEMENS 
	PRINTER SERVICES
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 73.51 
	157
	6233

	SALARIES RE; ADMIN (paid by transfer)
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 8,998.71 
	158
	6234

	( Inc.tax/NI/pensions paid by cheque) tax & NI = £2638.88
	
	
	
	
	

	WAGES RE; CENTRE (paid by transfer)
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 3,212.05 
	159
	

	(Inc tax/NI/pensions paid by cheque) pensions = £1824.92
	
	
	
	
	

	ABS
	PRINTER SERVICES
	ADMIN
	
	 £  9.60 
	160
	6235

	SRBC
	NNDR
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 596.00 
	161
	6236

	BDO
	AUDIT FEE
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 1,050.00 
	162
	6237

	CHUBB
	ALARM REPAIR
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 47.47 
	163
	6238

	E-ON
	ELECTRICITY INVOICE
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 202.31 
	164
	6239

	E-ON
	ELECTRICITY INVOICE
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 402.95 
	165
	6240

	C&W BERRY
	MAINTENANCE MATS
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 164.89 
	166
	6241

	NEWGATE NURSERIES
	TREES & HEDGING
	CEMETERY
	
	 £ 448.69 
	167
	6242

	ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
	WASTE TRANSFER LICENCE
	ADMIN
	
	 £  105.00 
	168
	6243

	CKS
	COOKER REPAIR
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 90.00 
	169
	6244

	E-ON
	ELECTRICITY INVOICE
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 192.41 
	170
	6245

	SMALL SOCIETY LOTTERIES REGISTRATION RENEWAL 
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 20.00 
	171
	6246

	B&D PRINT
	REMEMBRANCE FLYER
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 75.00 
	172
	6247

	ROYAL BRITSH LEGION
	POPPY APPEAL
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 90.00 
	173
	6248

	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
	REMEMBRANCE BAND
	ADMIN
	
	 £ 150.00 
	174
	6249

	LHB SUPPLIES
	CLEANING MATS
	CENTRE
	
	 £ 45.58 
	175
	6250

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	 £ 16,218.73 
	
	


61.
Hill Road Cemetery – October 2011

Details of Burials and Deeds of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial



The Council noted the following recent burials and agreed that, where necessary, a 
Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be approved and signed: 


i)
GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE



Stephen Catterall of Lostock Lodge Nursing Home


Joan Catterall of Lostock Lodge Nursing Home


Jean Muriel Ashcroft of Aspels Crescent, Penwortham


Robert Forshaw of Poulton Street, Preston


Mary Winifred Farnworth of The Filberts, Preston


Jean Bell of Marl Avenue, Penwortham


Norman Williams of Skerry Close, Manchester 

ii)
ALL OTHER AREAS



Gerard Southworth of Malthouse Way, Penwortham


John David Spink of Simmons Avenue, Preston



iii)
ADVANCE PURCHASES



There were no advance purchases to report for the month of October 2011.
 
62.
Development Control 


i)
Planning Application 07/2011/0513/VAR



Penwortham Priory Technical College –  Multi-Use Games Area



Variation of Condition



A local resident expressed particular concern about this application stating 


that assurances had previously been given that football would not be 



permissible on this area.  Such use would lead to the deterioration of the 


surface and the facility would then fall into disuse.


Councillor Howarth also expressed concern, stating that football would lead 


to a very significant increase in the noise levels in that the heavy-duty fence 


would be regularly struck by footballs. 


Councillors Nicholson and Mrs M Robinson agreed and feared this would 


lead to a similar situation to the one that had arisen at Alderfield.



Councillor Pimblett stated that such use was likely to lead to injury claims etc 

because more “run-off” areas at the edges of the site would be needed.



Councillor Wooldridge stated that many residents considered they had paid 


twice for this facility, given that the Council had made a grant of £30,000 to 


the Borough Council for lighting to enable netball and tennis to be played on 

the area.  He queried how much netball and tennis was being played in the 


MUGA and was also concerned that the surface might deteriorate with the 


proposed additional use.  



RESOLVED:
that the Council object to Planning Application 






07/2011/0513/VAR Penwortham Priory Technical 





College –  Multi-Use Games Area Variation of Condition





for the following reasons:






i)
such use would lead to the deterioration of the 






surface and the facility it would then fall into 






disuse;








ii)
very significant increase in the noise levels 






arising from football use. 

ii)
Planning Applications  


The Council noted the list of planning applications provided by the Borough 


Council.







……………………………….Mayor
(The meeting finished at 8.37pm)

THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 7.00PM ON TUESDAY 6 DECEMBER 2011 AT THE PENWORTHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE           
The minutes of this meeting, and the next agenda, will be available on the internet at www.penworthamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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